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Retreat to Seek
the Lord

Over the next couple of weeks, over
a thousand Gracians will be heading
to the English Grace Retreat in
Kuala Lumpur and another 300
more to Batam for the Grace
Chinese Retreat. This will be the
biggest turnout for the yearly Grace
Retreats ever.
I’m thankful not just because of the
huge turnout but more importantly,
these Gracians are setting aside
time away from the busyness of life
for a time of restedness and seeking
the Lord. It’s always needful that
we intentionally withdraw from the
mundane to something special, and
from the ordinary to something
extraordinary.
Even Jesus Himself set aside time to
be in the presence of Abba Father.

Scan here to read New Grace
online or access it from
Grace Assembly app.
Or subscribe and have it
delivered to your inbox
monthly at http://www.
graceaog.org/links/

Luke 5:16 NIV
But Jesus often withdrew to lonely
places and prayed.

[16]

I see the two upcoming retreats as
a time for Gracians to experience a
fresh touch of the Lord and receive
a word in season for their lives as
they hear the Word of God.
There are three important words I
want to highlight.
#1 - Build
It’s my prayer that it will be a time
when we can be built up spiritually.
Through times of worship, hearing
the Word and personal encounters
with the Lord, His presence will
bring about a strengthening of our
inner man.

#2 - Bond
I believe it will also a time for
the bond among fellow Gracians
and families to be strengthened.
Through interaction and sharing,
Gracians will get to know one
another better and be more bonded
together. For families, as they dine,
shop, and play together, they will
be drawn even closer and become
more closely knit together.

rise up with a stronger faith in the
Lord to face every challenge.

#3 - Battle
We all face different challenges
in life and sometimes, we can be
overwhelmed by the pressures of
life. For some of us, we have battles
to fight and sometimes we find
ourselves in some form of spiritual
warfare. I pray that as our inner
man is being strengthened, we will

May the month of June be a time
where we are refreshed, renewed,
revived and restored.

For those who are unable to join
us in the upcoming retreats, my
prayer is that you will also set aside
some time during this period to
seek the Lord in your own way. Just
as the Lord will touch those at the
retreats, may you too experience
a fresh touch from the Lord in His
presence.

Ps Calvin Lee
Senior Pastor
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Dates and Time:
25 – 26 July 7pm – 10pm,
27 July 9am – 1pm

BINT115:
New Testament Survey

Venue: GRACE @Tanglin, L3 Emmaus

David Lim
This is a survey of the New Testament in light of its socio-historical context,
with emphasis given to how the themes of the individual books converge on the
Person of Christ and His Gospel.

David Lim is currently the Academic Dean at ACTS College (formerly
Assemblies of God Bible College). He has worked as an engineer and as a
polytechnic staff prior to serving full-time in the church as a Research Staff
for eight years. He holds a Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) from NUS and
graduated from ACTS College with Master of Theological Studies in 2010,
and Master of Divinity in 2012. After a stint doing his Master of Theology
at Trinity Theological College, he is currently pursuing his Ph.D. (Biblical
Studies) with Asia Graduate School of Theology (AGST) Alliance. He teaches
extensively in several churches across Singapore. David sees it as his calling
to help believers understand God’s message and encounter God’s presence
through His Word. He is married to a wonderful wife, Hannah, and has four
very lively kids: three boys and a girl!

Registration & Payment
Fee for non-credit or audit students: $15
Fee for 3-credit module: $130
Payment of fees on actual day of class
Or, at Grace Bookstores, L2 Koinonia,
Grace@Tanglin (GI)
Or, at Church Reception, L3,
Grace@Bukit Batok (GII)

Register at https://event.graceaog.org

Closing Date: 22 July 2019
For further enquiries, please email to
gmcollege@graceaog.org

Calling all Gracians to be equipped to become missional disciples to win the lost and build others.

JUNE

Prayer Pointers
Engaging the Community
1. Pray for the unity of the Spirit as Grace Assembly reaches out to the
community across different platforms.
2. Pray for joy and thanksgiving to invade every Gracian as a testimony of
the Living Hope.
3. Pray for the gospel to be shared through word and action even in the
midst of high walls of unbelief and fear.
4. Pray for the servanthood of Gracians, as partners of the gospel, to elevate
Christ & bring God's kingdom among pre-believers.
5. Pray for fruitful labour for Gracians as they engage the community,
reaching out to the lost with the love of Christ Jesus.

12 June

19 June

26 June

GII Agape

GI Galilee

GII Agape

J333
“A Prayerful Church is a Powerful Church…”
CHARLES SPURGEON

Gracians
If you have a prayer request and need the
church to pray for you, you can write to:
PrayerRequest@graceaog.org
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I am Nell from the Young Adults Young Professionals (YAYP) congregation
in Grace Assembly of God. Towards the second half of 2018, I sensed the
Lord’s prompting to “serve and build the local church” in 2019. In obedience
to that, I applied for the Grace Apprenticeship Program (GAP). I started the
internship programme in January this year and have not looked back since!
To give you a clearer picture of my internship experience, I thought it
would be useful to first list out some of my responsibilities in the two main
ministries that I am involved in – NEXUS and Creative Arts Ministry (CAM),
and then share some of my reflections and takeaways. (NEXUS is the nextgenerational ministry that comprises Grace Kids, R-AGE Youth and YAYP.)
Some of my responsibilities in NEXUS include: mentoring a worship leader
at Sparkle/Shine (children service), overseeing the worship ministry at
Emerge (preteens service), preaching at Elevate (youth service), leading
transition cell (youths transiting from Elevate to YAYP), and serving in the
worship teams at YAYP service. Some of my responsibilities in CAM include:
spearheading the creative aspects of our Good Friday and Easter production
services, CAM audition-interview-training process, as well as serving at
J333s. I am also involved in Gracesongs (writing, studio recording, song
release) and Grace Retreat YAYP committee.
Prior to this internship, I had little idea on what it is like to be part of the
preteens ministry. Thus, my sudden leadership involvement in Emerge
has been a queer learning curve. Whilst discovering more about the
ministry culture and needs, I was simultaneously trying to train and raise
worship leaders and musicians. This experience has given me a taste of the
leadership and strategy-making roles of a minister, and I have much to learn
indeed.
Next, preaching at Elevate was an extremely refreshing and thrilling
experience for me. Although it was demanding and stressful to prepare
speaking to a congregation that I have not been a part of in a long while, I
was very grateful for the privilege
to share with the youths. I preached
on worship and warfare, which
is a topic close to my heart that I
have wrestled with the Lord over
the years through challenging
life experiences. Knowing that
the congregation was edified and
convicted by the message greatly
encouraged and humbled me. Praise
God!
Of course, leading transition cell has
not been easy (just looking at the
sheer huge number of 50 members
in the cell!), but I am grateful to
be serving alongside committed
and reliable lay co-leaders in the
Preaching at Elevate youth service.
ministry. As someone who has been
through many different transitions (especially during my time of overseas
university studies), I have a soft spot for the youths in this season of life and
I greatly treasure this privilege of investing in them. Be it those who are
waiting for university, waiting to enter National Service, or even choosing to
take a gap year, I believe each season is a precious gift from God, even that
of waiting. It is my prayer that these youths will seize this transition period
and use it to magnify God’s name.
Not to forget, the major project that I worked on was the Good Friday
and Easter production services in April. Handling eight services over that
weekend was a hefty and challenging task, needless to say! It was tough

Worship team at YAYP Easter service.

managing expectations on how things
should look like, and settling the
manpower (finding the right people
for the right roles) was also not easy.
But if you were to ask me if I would
choose to do it again, I would say yes
in a heartbeat. From start to finish,
planning to execution, I enjoyed
every part of it. I loved being able to
push creative borders and explore
bringing something refreshing yet
relevant to the services. Moreover,
serving alongside dedicated and
excellent groups of inter-generational
teams (including worship, dance,
Leading worship at YAYP Easter service.
drama, service) was such a blessing. I
thank the leaders for trusting me to share the love of God through creative
expressions on those platforms.
Jesus is truly spectacular and I hope we revealed a little more of His glory
that weekend!
All in all, my time here has been notably stretching, tiring, and even
frustrating at times, but I would not have spent the past few months any
other way. In every one of my involvements, I have witnessed God’s bountiful
grace and loving kindness toward me. I am ever so grateful for the church
leadership who chose to invest in young lives like mine, and am immensely
thankful for the opportunity to serve and build the local church with loving
and God-fearing colleagues in Christ. Thank you Jesus, to God be the glory!

GAP participants
(from left): Arel, Nell,
Winna, Rebekah,
Poh Peng, Claudia &
Jerome.

E M P OW E R I N G T H E FA M I LY

JUNE 2019

GRACE FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY
LIBRARY IS PROUD TO PRESENT
THE FOLLOWING:
Jesus Wants All Of Me

God’s Compass (DVD)

My Utmost for His Highest

Find Your True North

It's never too early to teach your
children to give their best for Jesus!

On the night Suzanne Waters
celebrates her retirement, she is
faced with a series of crises that she
could not have imagined.
Trusting God’s direction, her
“North” becomes clear as she takes
in a delinquent teenager, Eli.
Her connection with Eli reveals a
miraculous blessing that brings her
and her son, David’s family through
healing and a joyful confirmation
that God has a plan for each of us our “True North”.

A devotional calendar – provides a
Bible verse and a brief meditation
that will spark parent-child
conversations about big spiritual
truths.
Suitable for young children, ages three
to seven

God has plans for you.
Don’t chase what doesn’t matter.

When A Hug Won’t Fix
The Hurt
Walking with Your Child through
Crisis
Few things make a parent or
caregiver feel more helpless than
seeing the child or teenager they
love in emotional or physical pain.
Such helpless feelings belie reality,
though; adults can do a lot to help a
child – and themselves – cope with
suffering.
Whether the problem is as common
as not making the soccer team or
as severe as leukemia, this book
includes insights into a child's mind
and offers practical, biblical ways to
demonstrate your love.
God walks alongside us in our crises.

“As for me and
my family, we will
serve the LORD.”
JOSHUA 24:1
If you need to make a
counselling appointment,
please contact:
Pastor Benjamin Wong
(HP: 9066 2994)

Grace Family Library @ GI is open on every 1st Sunday of the month
Grace Family Library @ GII is open on every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month

All counselling sessions
are strictly private and
confidential.
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T H E PR AY E R OF A DE S PE R AT E PA R E N T S E R I E S
by Uma Rudd Chia

THE RIGHT TO BE KIND
My son Daniel, has a friend named Sing. He lives downstairs in our condo with
his older brother who is perpetually drunk. They’re not Christians. They’re
raised by a maid whom their parents hired as a legal guardian. The parents
live separate lives in different countries. Sing has no one to put him to bed or
comfort him when he’s hurt. His parents throw money at the kids and give
them anything they want except their attention and presence.
Sing can sometimes say mean, stupid things to hurt and annoy Daniel. But
I’ve told Daniel he needs to continue to be Sing’s friend. Sing is welcome to my
home anytime, where he has to watch his language and my husband and I offer
advice and listen to his problems. Many nights, when I pray for my kids, I pray
for Sing too.
Most Christian parents would ask their kids not to mix with someone like Sing.
But I’ve told my kids, “You may not need Sing. But Sing needs you. You are the only
Jesus in Sing’s life.”
In our Christian walk, Christ doesn’t command us to be right but to be loving
– to love our neighbour as ourselves. How do we help our kids honour this
commandment where their friends – both Christians and non Christians – are
concerned?
1. Kindness outweighs self-righteousness
Eph 3:43 says "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other,
just as in Christ God forgave you.” While the gospel of Christ is the power of God
to salvation, our display of the fruits of the Spirit is the most effective way to
turn a person’s heart around. Rom 2:4 says It’s God’s kindness that leads us to
repentance. Jesus never played the 'holier than thou’ card when dealing with
sinners. He paid attention to tax collectors. He acknowledged prostitutes. He
hung out with sinners. And they changed. They got saved. They fell in love
with Him. We need to teach our children to display the attributes of Christ compassion, love and kindness. These will attract those in darkness and turn
their hearts to Christ.
2. Compassion outweighs judgement
A couple of months back, when my kids came home from French class, Daniel
took me aside and said, “Mom, there’s a really mean kid in class whom everyone
hates – Sarah is the only one who is nice to him. He keeps using her iPhone. I
think he’s bullying her and she’s scared to say no.” I’ve repeatedly talked to my
kids about not bullying others as well as how to stand up to bullies and ask for
help when they need to. So imagine my concern and annoyance at the thought
of my 8-year old daughter being bullied?!

It reminded me of how Jesus dealt with Peter. Here was a guy who had been
hanging out with the Messiah every day for 3 years. You’d think his faith would
be strong and he wouldn’t deny his Master. But no! Peter blew it big time. He
denied Christ not once but thrice. The disciples would have been judging him
secretly. I bet they gossiped about how disappointed Jesus would be with Peter.
But Jesus didn’t shame him. He acknowledged him and restored him to his
calling. His compassion outweighed the judgement of others. We must teach
our children to view their friends through the compassionate eyes of God, and
not through the judgemental eyes of men.
3. Action outweighs words
St Francis of Assisi said, “Preach Christ. If you must, use words.” I don’t deny
the power of words. But these words must be supported by actions. In James
2:14-26, James talks about the power of putting action to our faith. Without
it, our faith is as good as dead. Before we had kids, my husband and I used to
dog-sit for a neighbour. He was a bachelor living on his own with a golden
retriever, in our condo. We became fast friends, and when I cooked and had
extra food, I gave him some. This happened at least twice a week – and he was
so grateful. Sometimes we’d have meals together and chat, and we’d tell him
about our weekend in church serving God. After a year of feeding of friendship,
he told us he was so touched by our kindness to him and love for God, he wants
to follow us to church. He gave his life to Jesus and has been a very dedicated
Christian since. To be really honest, we weren’t showing him kindness as a way
in to preach the gospel. We did it because we just wanted to bless him. But that
friendship bore fruits in ways we never expected.
Every small opportunity to help, make a difference, feed someone, could change
and touch lives in ways you never imagined possible. And our kids have the
power to do these small acts in a sincere and genuine way if we raise them right
to be Christlike in their daily lives. So, let’s make a commitment as parents to
teach our kids that they don’t always have to be right and win every argument.
But the right thing to do in any situation is to be kind, because this will touch
and change lives for the better.

I broached the subject carefully with Sarah and asked her for her side of the
story. Boy, was I in for a surprise. “I’m not being bullied, Mom. Yes, he’s a mean
boy but that’s because everyone says nasty things to him. You told me to show
kindness. So I did. I asked him if he wanted to borrow my iPhone and now he’s
my friend. I think he’s funny and nice.”
I looked her in the eye and said, “You’re sure you’re not lending it to him
because you’re afraid of him?” She said, “No, I feel good about myself, Mom,
because everyone else is scared of him and I am not. He’s really my friend.”

Uma Rudd Chia is an award-winning creative director. She’s married to her childhood
sweetheart, Colin Chia. Both Uma and Colin serve in the worship ministry at GI, while their
children Daniel, 10 and Sarah, 8 attend Sunday School. She’d love to hear if you’ve been blessed
or encouraged by her articles at uma.tan@hyperisland.sg

Photo: Rawpixel

My daughter in the midst of the adversity, extended her iPhone as an olive
branch to a boy who was desperate for attention and acceptance. I was glad she
did that.

ENGAGING THE COMMUNITY

JUNE 2019

07

GRACE MISSIONAL GROUP (GMG)

Region B Gathering
1

4

By Peter Lim

2

3

5

6

7
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1. Ps Kenny sharing a word of exhortation. 2. A lively time of heartfelt worship to start the day. 3. Frank and Damian leading the games session. 4. Passing pingpong balls with different instruments.
5. Who can build the tallest structure with scrap materials? 6. Bible trivia time! 7. A sumptuous buffet for hungry tummies. 8. The winning team led by William!

On 4 May, Grace Missional Family Region B successfully held its first-ever
fellowship gathering at REACH Senior Centre @ Bukit Gombak Vista.
150 people turned up for the event and they revelled in the fellowship, fun
and food.
After a time of praise and worship, Pastor Kenny gave a short word of
exhortation. Since the inception of Grace Missional Family (GMF) Ministry
in late 2017, Region B needed to identify itself as a region. The members
attending the 31 Grace Missional Groups (GMGs) and other Gracians staying
within the boundaries of the region need to come together, support and
cheer each other on. The strength of the region lies in the lay leadership
(GMG Leaders) and the members, and not just on a couple of pastoral staff.
Thus, the gathering works towards creating this identity and solidarity.
What happened next was something nobody could have expected as an
exhilarating games session began. If God loves little children, then He would
have really loved the way our Region B members behaved that morning…
Split up into 6 teams, each led by their Regional Leaders, the teams played
with great determination and enthusiasm. Even the organisers were taken
by surprise. Have you seen adults, some in their 60s, shouting, cheering and
playing games like teenagers at a youth camp? You had to be there to see it
for yourself. It was truly an amazing sight!

With each progressive game of passing the marbles, passing the ping pongs
and passing the nuts, the noise level at the centre hit higher decibels as the
teams which finished their tasks had to shout to catch the game masters’
attention. Things quickly escalated into a frenzy when the teams pitted
their bible knowledge against one another in bible trivia quizzes. These were
done in between games where they had the chance to gain extra points.
The excitement reached a climax during the final game named Eiffel Tower,
where teams had to engineer the tallest standing structure using materials
such as straws, chopsticks, wooden blocks and tape. The “ingenious” ways
in which each team tried to win were amazing, as the game master had to
cheekily remind everyone to keep to the rules by quoting Proverbs 5:21, “For
your ways are in full view of the LORD, and he examines all your paths.”
Ultimately, the team lead by Brother William emerged victorious and took
home the Grace Region B champions trophy. Indeed, it was an unforgettable
day where everyone returned home with their tummies warmed by the
sumptuous buffet lunch, their minds warmed by the adrenaline rush from
the games and their hearts warmed by the new relationships made.
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What God is Doing in My GMGs
By Edward Ho (Region Leader from Region D)

A Caring GMG
Swee Choon, 84, has been attending Sembawang/Woodlands GMG since
he became a believer. Recently, he had a bad fall at home and had to be
admitted to hospital for an operation. His GMG came together to support
him in his journey of recovery. They prayed for him as well as visited him at
the hospital and at home. He was greatly encouraged by the love of his GMG
members throughout his ordeal. Now, he is able to walk unaided and move
freely around his house. Praise God for a caring GMG!
Salvation through GMG prayers
Chi Mun is one of our regular members. His father-in-law was a pre-believer
steeped in idol worship. Once, the father-in-law was having a lot of trouble
sleeping. Knowing that Chi Mun is a Christian, he asked his son-in-law to
pray for him. Chi Mun seized the God-given opportunity to pray for his
father-in-law’s healing. At the same time, he also mobilized his entire GMG
to intercede for his father-in-law to heal his insomnia and pray for his
salvation. Eventually, Chi Mun managed to get Pastor John Tan to minister
to his father-in-law, as well as share the gospel and pray with him. With the
power of mobilized prayers and the opportunity to share the gospel, the
Holy Spirit convicted Chi Mun’s father-in-law and he said the sinner’s prayer.
He was also healed of his insomnia. Thank God for one precious soul saved
and the power of a GMG’s prayers!

Sembawang/Woodlands GMG

GRACE FILIPINO MINISTRY (GFM)

Good “Good Friday”

By Jeremy Retuta

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures” —1 Corinthians 15:3-4
This momentous day mentioned by the Apostle Paul is a reminder to
Christians of how we were enslaved of sins and how Jesus paid them all for
us. It was a marvellous display of God’s love to humanity, and which no one
can fully fathom.
Our remembrance of this sorrowful moment is partnered with the glorious
victory of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter! The day Jesus was raised from the
dead heralded his victory over sin and death. It also points ahead to a future
resurrection for all who are united to him by faith.

Grace Filipino Ministry (GFM) Family who took part in the Good Friday’s Missional
Fellowship at Lower Seletar Reservoir.

Group games: Limbo Rock, the members proved no bones are too stiff to go under the string.
Bible Event Charade, each team portraying selected events in the bible which their teammates need
to guess.

This day turned into celebration for the Grace Filipino Ministry as they head
towards a serene spot in Lower Seletar reservoir for a time of fellowship.
Simple meals prepared and contributed by the members were shared. They
also played traditional games like Limbo Rock, Catching Egg and Charades.
The gathering was a great avenue to be missional and share the reason
for our identity as Christians. Five visitors who blessed us with their life
testimonies at the gathering committed to attending the Filipino service,
with some fulfilling their commitment on the immediate Sundays that
followed. Glory to God!
Even though it started to rain towards the end of the event, the downpour
itself became a great opportunity to mingle even closer as we waited for
the sky to settle. There is a reason for everything and God uses them all for
good! It was indeed a “Good Good Friday” to celebrate! All glory and honour
is the Lord’s!
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Dedication of
Two New
Community
Touchpoints by
RCSS

2

Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. – Psalm 127:1
2019 is indeed an exciting year for REACH Community Services Society (RCSS) with
the launch of two new community touchpoints, Family Service and Senior Service,
which took place after rounds of delays.
After many months of planning and dialogue with the Ministry of Social and Family
Development (MSF) and various government agencies, the new service centre branch
at Sin Ming began operations on 1 February 2019, enabling us to bring our range of
social services closer to the residents of Bishan North and Sin Ming.

3

Developing almost in tandem, the REACH Senior Centre @ Bukit Gombak Vista had
its first event in mid-December last year. Senior work was also carried out in the
shared premises of REACH Youth Powerhouse at Block 417 Bukit Batok West Avenue 4.
The commissioning of the new REACH Senior Centre @ Bukit Gombak Vista
provides yet another strategic engagement platform to better reach and engage the
communities in Hong Kah North, Bukit Batok, Bukit Gombak and Choa Chu Kang.
The dedication ceremonies for the two new community touchpoints were held on
23 Feb 2019 and 26 April 2019 for REACH Senior Centre @ Bukit Gombak Vista and
Family Service Centre at Sin Ming, respectively. Senior Pastor Calvin Lee, who is
also Advisor to the Management Committee of RCSS blessed the staff and facilities,
encouraging them to serve the community diligently and effectively, doing good
work in the context of doing God’s work.

4

With the dedication of the premises unto God’s hands, we pray that these two
additional touchpoints will not be merely physical centres but lighthouses of hope
to the least, the lost and the lonely; that more lives will be touched and ministered
to with the compassionate love of Christ through the services offered regardless of
language, race, religion or sexual orientation.
As always, social work and counselling are all that we can do from the outside.
However, true and lasting changes for the better can only happen when the Holy
Spirit does His transformation work from the inside. For unless the Lord builds the
house, we as labourers will labour in vain.
1. Group Photo at Senior Centre@Bukit Gombak Vista 2. Praise & Worship session at Senior Centre@Bukit
Gombak Vista 3. Group Photo at Family Service Centre@Sin Ming 4. Praise & Worship session at Family
Service Centre@Sin Ming 5. Welcoming of Grace Lee, Head of REACH Family Service to present her speech
at Family Service Centre@Sin Ming 6. Ho Siew Cheong, Chief Executive of RCSS giving opening speech at
Family Service Centre@Sin Ming 7. Senior Pastor Calvin Lee blessing the Staff and the Centre at Family
Service Centre@Sin Ming 8. Gareth Huang, Head of REACH Senior Service sharing the process of preparing
the Senior Centre@Bukit Gombak Vista
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LET MISSIONS START FROM
A CORNER!
By Jasmin Low

back to open the scroll and its seven seals. It has been prophesied in the
Bible that the scepter and ruler’s staff will not depart from Judah “until he
to whom it belongs shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be
His” (Genesis 49:10). May our blessed nation play a key role in advancing the
gospel in the nations!
There are currently two Missions Corners in Grace Assembly of God, each
in GI and GII. The Missions Corner functions as a one-stop platform for
missions publicity, education and prayer.
A small group of volunteers gathers there each week, committed to praying
for the nations, the promotion of missions and the education of missions.
Every month, a prayer list is also distributed to them for their faithful
prayers. Come join them every Sunday, between 10.30–11.15am.

Volunteers from Mission Corner

Worshipping the God of all nations is a big deal! It reminds us that the God
whom we worship is high and mighty, strong and all-powerful. Indeed, He
is a God who created the heavens and the earth, and truly, He holds the
universe in the palm of His Hands!
As a church in Singapore, we also acknowledge that despite our
complaining culture, God has blessed us with much. Billy Graham
prophesied that Singapore would be the “Antioch of Asia”. Back in the days
of the New Testament church, Antioch served as an important trade route.
Besides being a place that was good for businesses and trade, Antioch
was also a key place where the apostles spread the gospel and expanded
the church beyond Israel. Isn’t Singapore the modern Antioch? As we call
ourselves the “lion city”, let us never forget that the Lion of Judah is coming

On top of that, we also have a huge collection of books stocked for all to
borrow at the Missions Corner. From equipping readers for missions
to biographies of inspirational missionaries, a wealth of knowledge and
testimonies awaits your discovery!
Head to the Missions Corner after your services on Sundays, and see how
you can learn to play a part in God’s global redemptive plan!
LOCATION OF MISSIONS CORNERS
Grace@Tanglin (GI)
355 Tanglin Road
Level 2, Koinonia
Grace@BukitBatok (GII)
1 Bukit Batok West Ave 4
Level 1, Fellowship Area
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NO PLACE TOO DARK, NOT EVEN
NORTH KOREA
by Geri Ngo

Geri Ngo (not real name) has been a Christian for 9 years. She joined Grace
Assembly of God 5 years ago and has since settled down with the YAYP ministry.
She has a heart for the nations and joined the Discipleship Training School by
Youth with a Mission, doing her outreach in East Asia as well as in North Korea.
This is her story.
Last year, I celebrated Christmas in North Korea. We played games, sang
carols, and exchanged gifts. Having read so much about the nation before
the trip, I never would have thought it possible to attend a Christmas party
there with families from different nations. That evening, we gave thanks
for the gift of laughter. God was there with us.
What was most encouraging for me was the time spent with the brothers
and sisters living and working there long-term. Would you raise your
children in North Korea? Or live in a country where communication with
other nations is limited? Well, they would, and currently are doing so
because God called and they simply obeyed. In this place portrayed as
having so much darkness and negativity, I got a little glimpse of how God
sees the nation through their sharing and perspectives. While others may
see gloom and doom, they see purity and opportunity. They genuinely love
the nation and its people. It blew my mind to hear their stories of how God

opened doors and made ways for them to serve the locals through various
means. God was teaching me that He is truly Lord over all circumstances
and political situations. He is sovereign!
Our brothers and sisters in North Korea do not share the good news like
we do here at home. They can only reflect Christ through their lives. In
those few days I was there, I experienced the infectious joy, kindness and
love they exuded in relating to others. I saw their creativity in solving
problems and humility before God and others. Paul says that we are living
letters from Christ to the world (2 Corinthians 3:2-3). When we do not
speak of Him, can our co-workers, classmates, and family members see
Christ in us? Are we living each day as His love letter to those around us?
God is working among the nations and only He has the master plan. We
can trust that God knows best and that there is truly no place too dark
or closed off for Him. Let’s partner with Him by praying for our brothers
and sisters there, that they would continually draw strength from the
Lord and that His peace will guard their hearts. We must keep praying for
reunification between the North and South, and, most importantly, for
souls to be restored.

WE DID NOT KNOW WHAT THEY
WOULD DO TO US…
by Lim Nan

Fear. The scent of fear and the dread of utter helplessness. To be at the
mercy of human traffickers you do not know, yet having no choice but to
trust them. That’s a very scary thing.
These words were uttered by an Afghan refugee teenager, Sarah*, residing
in Indonesia. Last year, I led a team of people to visit several refugee schools
within a two-hour flight radius from us. It was during one of the home
visits when we had more time that the Sarah opened up and shared with us
herr family’s harrowing escape and journey from Afghanistan to Indonesia.
Coming from ‘safe’ and ‘predictable’ Singapore, where most of the time we
are generally in full control of our lives, I am not sure if any of us can even
come close to understanding a situation like that, except in the movies!

She paused and
said, “It was so
dark. They could
have killed us
and no one would
know about it.”

By the way, for those who are not very
savvy in geography, feel free to either
pull out a world map at this point or
use Google Maps to see what route is
recommended from Afghanistan to
Indonesia. (Spoiler: You might see an
error message).

Sarah’s family belonged to an ethnic
minority, the Hazaras, who were
persecuted and judged for being
religiously unorthodox and how
different they looked. But how do you hide your distinct facial features and
skin colour? Think about the stares that some of them would receive if they
stepped outside their villages and towns. It is not a perceived threat. It is
real. Death threats and actual killings have already taken place.
The journey from Afghanistan to Indonesia was long and Sarah particularly
remembered the time when she was ferried across the Straits of Malacca

to Sumatra. She said,
“It was so dark. They
could have killed us
and no one would
know about it.”
Perhaps you have
been on-board a
cruise ship sailing
in these waters. I
myself recall seeing
numerous small
boats on these same
waters – perhaps
Ladies Playing Futsal
some were ferrying
refugees. The next time you are on a cruise and see these boats from your
sea-view balcony rooms, pray for them.
Today, Sarah helps out as a teacher at her previous refugee school. While
she is happy that she is able to give back to her community, she still waits
for the opportunity to one day live and work in Australia.
Every journey is unique and worthy to be captured in a book or be made
into a movie. In fact, she said that she was in the process of writing about
her journey. Perhaps it would help to heal some of her trauma, as well
as give strength to others while helping them develop more empathy.
When was the last time you were acquainted with such a person? Perhaps
now our complaints will all but fade away…May more come to a ‘Thomas
moment’ and confess, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28)
*Not her real name.
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YOU, YOU NEED TO READ THIS
by Felicia Tan, YAYP

The people back home need to see this.
The people back home need to hear this.
The people back home need to know this.
The people back home, the people back home.

Before it is too late?

What do you call home?
Where do you call home?
Why do you call home?

It isn’t simply about sharing the gospel, packing my bags, and going home after that. It is about
living out the truth; relating with others, empathising with them when I hear their stories, and
eventually leading them to know who God is.

Thousands of people have not heard of the Story – Our story.
Who are we to rob them of this right?
Why are we not doing more than what we can possibly do?
I offered my heart to the people.
I opened my eyes to their lives.
I tuned my ears to their stories.
I, I, I.
It is not i, but the I who lives in me.
The "I am”.
We pledge our earthly treasures to the get-goers.
We soak our ears in the pulpit’s evangelistic message.
We declare our community’s statement.

I’m no stranger to fear of death, to fear of inconvenience, to fear of the unhygienic, to fear of
language barriers. But what God has placed in me, I cannot resist. Once I obey, I am a joyful
soul. God has called us to be missional, but do I know what it means to be missional?

I’ve always heard stories of Singkawang. Yet I had not experienced it. Not until I went to see the
place for myself, that my heart became full – full from the love the local workers have for the
villagers. They were living out missional values in their everyday lives!
A pastor whom I met there starts his day at 6am. He eats his breakfast at 7am, drives and visits
his church members door-to-door at 8am, eats his lunch at 12pm, rests at 1pm, sets off to ferry
his church members at 2pm, completing multiple trips by 6pm and sometimes up to 7pm.
Just so that they can all go to church.
Once service is over, he would do the same, all the way till 9pm, sometimes 10, and finally hits
the sack at midnight. He has done this for over a year now, and the villagers are warming up to
him. They bring their neighbours to church, and their neighbours slowly tell others about this
church and that’s how the gospel is shared.
But, my friends, this is not enough. A man with a vision needs a team to live it out and more
work can be done not just in Singkawang, but everywhere too!
We cannot be missional, unless we are really acting out on our mission that God has called us to.
Will you come, and see the nations too?

We quote John 3:16 without batting an eyelid.
We quote Romans 6:23 with no hesitance.
But have we quoted Genesis 12:1-3?
Will you live it out?
Will you step up?
Will you act on it?
The world needs to know our God.
The nations need to hear of this God.
The people groups need to experience a God.
Our God, this God, a God so LOVING.
So, so loving, that He chose to die for us.
When will you go?
When will you start?
When will you obey?

E X PA N D I N G I N T O T H E WO R L D

JUNE 2019

MISSIONS
PLEDGES
Here are some updates!
Grace Missions budget for 2019:

$2,000,000.00

Pledges received from Missions Convention in January 2019:

$1,305,291.04

Actual amount collected from January - April 2019:

$1,012,512.34

Grace Missions still short of:

$987,488.00

Your giving supports the works of our church planters in 10 countries across
East Asia, Southeast Asia and South Asia. The money you give goes towards
supporting our church planters and their works, conducting trainings and
seminars, implementing community outreach projects, etc. With Grace
Assembly embarking on local missions this year, we would need support in
this area too! Praise God for your giving! May we give unto the LORD as He has
already given all to us!
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J U N E 2 0 1 9 		
4 Jun
6 – 10 Jun
11 Jun
15 & 16 Jun
16 – 19 Jun
28 Jun
29 Jun
30 Jun – 2 Jul

Healing Room @ GI
Grace Retreat 2019
Healing Room @ GII
Father’s Day Celebrations
Grace Chinese Retreat 2019
Corporate Leaders Meeting
Women of Grace – Saturday Bible Study
YAYP Campus Camp

Event details are
subject to changes,
please scan this
QR code or go to
Grace App for latest
information &
updates.

GI L3 Emmaus, 7.30pm – 8.30pm
Sunway Putra Hotel, Kuala Lumpur
GII L2 Praise, 7.30pm – 8.30pm
GI / GII
Batam, Indonesia
GI L3 Bethel, 6.30 pm – 9.30pm
GI L2 Eden, 10am – 12nn
CSC @ Changi Ferry Point Chalet

J U LY 2 0 1 9 		
2 Jul
6 Jul

Healing Room @ GI
Marriage Mentoring Training
by Focus on the Family
6, 13, 20 & 27 Jul
Fathers’ Mentoring Group
9 Jul
Healing Room @ GII
13 & 14 Jul
Grace Missions Emphasis Weekend
13 & 27 Jul
Men’s Bible Study
13 & 27 Jul
Women of Grace – Saturday Bible Study
19, 20 & 27 Jul
Restored to Wholeness Seminar
		
		
24 & 31 Jul
Women of Grace – Day Bible Study

GI L3 Emmaus, 7.30pm – 8.30pm
GI L2 Eden, 10am –4pm
GI L5 Love, 8.30am – 11.30am
GII L2 Praise, 7.30pm – 8.30pm
GI / GII
GI L5 Zion, 10am – 12nn
GI L2 Eden, 10am – 12nn
GII L2 Love
19/7 (Fri): 7pm – 9pm
20/7 & 27/7 (Sat): 9am – 4.30pm
GI L1 Gethsemane / GII L2 Love, 10am – 12nn

AUG U S T 2 0 1 9 		
3, 10 & 31 Aug
3, 17 & 31 Aug
6 Aug
8 Aug
10, 17, 24, 31 Aug
10 & 24 Aug
13 Aug
14 & 28 Aug
17 Aug
17, 24 & 31 Aug
29 Aug

Men’s Bible Study
Women of Grace – Saturday Bible Study
Healing Room @ GI
Thanksgiving Prayer for Singapore
Kairos Course
Fathers’ Mentoring Group
Healing Room @ GII
Women of Grace – Day Bible Study
Men’s Seminar
Alpha Marriage
Grace Discipleship Process 202 Family

SHARE YOUR
STORIES
AND TESTIFY
HIS GOODNESS!

Wedding at Grace
JUNE 2019
Our heartiest congratulations to the following
couple. May the Lord continue to bless and guide
them with love, wisdom and strength as
they embark on their new journey together!

Wedding at GI

Gracians, if you have
testimony to share,
please email us at
church@graceaog.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
GRACE@BUKITBATOK (GII) CAFE
Photo: Annie Spratt on Unsplash

15 June 2019
Chen Jianwei, Michael
&
Chua Yi Jin Daphne

GI L5 Zion, 10am – 12nn
GI L2 Eden, 10am – 12nn
GI L3 Emmaus,7.30pm – 8.30pm
GI L3 Bethel, 7.30pm – 9pm
GII, 9am – 12nn
GI L5 Love, 8.30am – 11.30am
GII L2 Praise, 7.30pm – 8.30pm
GI L1 Gethsemane / GII L2 Love 10am – 12nn
GI L3 Emmaus, 9am – 12nn
GII L2 Love, 9am – 4.30pm		
GII L2 Love, 7:30pm – 9:30pm

GREAT NEWS! With the completion of the renovations at
GII, the cafe is now preparing for its re-opening on 23 June!
And we need volunteers! If you are interested to help out or
need more information, please contact Sis Jenny at
jen_holmberg@hotmail.com.
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CALL HER BLESSED
“Her children rise up and call her blessed;
her husband also, and he praises her: ‘Many
women have done excellently, but you surpass
them all.’”
– Proverbs 31:28-31

1

From the day we were born, mothers
have shown us how fiercely they can love
their children through the sacrifices they
have made and are still willing to make.
They possess immense strength and
perseverance to protect their kids, and they
never run out of patience and forgiveness
towards their children.
She is there when we took our first steps,
ready to catch us when we fall. She cries for
joy even when we came in last in a race, just
because we have completed it. She is and
will always be there, to lend a listening ear,
a shoulder to cry and to offer a reassuring
hug, if we are willing to let her.

This Mother’s Day, we thank God for
creating mothers whom we should honour
not just on this day but every other day,
because it is His commandment to “Honour
your father and mother. Then you will live a
long, full life in the land the Lord your God is
giving you.” Exodus 20:12
Mummy dearest, thank you.

by Selina Esther Lim

2

3

4

5

6

God has created mothers to be the glue that
binds the family together. She ensures that
no one gets left behind.

15

7

8

1. Sis Soo Wei from Children Ministry shared about her parenthood journey at the GII English services. 2. Ps Dinah Lee spoke about
honouring parents at the GI English services. 3. & 5. Special song tributes to mothers. 4. Never too young to help make it an extra special
day for all mummies. 6. & 7. A special prayer for all mothers. 8. Special lemon gifts for the mothers at GII.

RECRUITMENT OF IT MANAGER
Grace Assembly is seeking suitable candidates to fill the position
of IT Manager, to join the church on the journey of improving and
enhancing the IT capabilities within the organisation. The successful
candidate will be responsible and accountable for the smooth running
of the IT infrastructure and systems. He/she will manage information
technology strategies and implement technological solutions. He/
she will maintain organisation’s effectiveness and efficiency through
delivering and supporting the information technology plans and
solutions. He/she will supervise the implementation and maintenance
of the church’s computing operations and needs.
The successful candidate must have proven professional experience
in information technology, an extensive knowledge of network and
maintenance and is knowledgeable about the industry’s best practices
and processes.

QUALIFICATION & REQUIREMENT
4.1 Minimum a degree in Computer Science, MIS or similar field
4.2 Proven working experience as an IT manager or, relevant IT
management experience for at least 5 years.
4.3 Possess good knowledge of technical management, data
management & governance, information analysis, computer
network and, hardware/software systems.
4.4 Hands-on experience with computer networks, network
administration and network installation.
4.6 Have project management experience and team management skills.
4.7 Able to build and effectively manage inter-personal relationships
at all levels.
Interested candidates are invited to submit a comprehensive resume
stating qualification, experience, expected salary and contact details to
hr@graceaog.org by 28 June 2019. Only shortlisted candidates will be
notified for the interview.
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G RACE I SERVICES
SAT UR DAY 1.30 PM
Hokkien Service

Galilee

Level 1

Bethel

Level 3

Galilee
Emmaus

Level 1
Level 3

SUNDAY 9 AM
English Service
Mandarin Service
Shine @ Grace Kids (7-10 Yrs Old)
Sparkle @ Grace Kids (3-6 Yrs Old)

Bethel
Galilee
Eden
Zion

Level 3
Level 1
Level 2
Level 5

SUNDAY 11.1 5 AM
English Service
Filipino Service
Emerge @ R-AGE Youth (11-14 Yrs Old)
Shine @ Grace Kids (7-10 Yrs Old)
Sparkle @ Grace Kids (3-6 Yrs Old)

Bethel
Galilee
Emmaus
Eden
Zion

Level 3
Level 1
Level 3
Level 2
Level 5

SUNDAY 5 PM
Khush Khabri Fellowship

Emmaus

Level 3

SAT URDAY 2 PM
Elevate @ R-AGE Youth (15-19 Yrs Old)

Agape

Level 3

SAT URDAY 5 PM
English Service
Grace Kids (4-10 Yrs Old)

Chapel
Praise

Level 4
Level 2

SUNDAY 9 AM
English Service
Mandarin Service
Shine @ Grace Kids (7-10 Yrs Old)
Sparkle @ Grace Kids (3-6 Yrs Old)

Chapel
Sanctuary
Love
Kindness

Level 4
Level 2
Level 2
Level 4

SUNDAY 1 1 .15 AM
English Service
Hokkien Service
Emerge @ R-AGE Youth (11-14 Yrs Old)
Shine @ Grace Kids (7-10 Yrs Old)
Sparkle @ Grace Kids (3-6 Yrs Old)

Sanctuary
Chapel
Agape
Love
Kindness

Level 2
Level 4
Level 3
Level 2
Level 4

SUNDAY 1.30 PM
Filipino Service

Chapel

Level 4

SAT URDAY 5 PM
Young Adults & Young Professionals
(YAYP) Service
Cantonese Service
Elevate @ R-AGE Youth (15-19 Yrs Old)

Please be advised that photographs,
video and/or audio recordings may
occur during the events/services held
at the premises of Grace Assembly
of God. By attending or participating
in the events/services, you consent
to being photographed, video and/
or audio recorded. You agree that
Grace Assembly of God may use
these photographs, videos and audio
recordings for publicity and ministry
purposes.
Please write to the Data Protection
Officer at dpo@graceaog.org if you do
not wish to have any photograph, video
or audio recording taken of you.
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G RACE II SERVICES

GRACE ASSEM BLY OF G OD
GRACE I: 355 Tanglin Road, Singapore 247960
Office hours: 9am - 6pm (Mon-Fri), 10.15am - 1pm (Sun)
GRACE II: 1 Bukit Batok West Avenue 4, Singapore 659125
Office hours: 10.15am - 1pm (Sun)
FOR MORE INFORMATION

+65 6410 0800 | VISIT www.graceaog.org
FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/graceaogsingapore
INSTAGRAM www.instagram.com/graceag1950
CALL

GOT TESTIMONIES,
SUGGESTIONS,
FEEDBACK?
Email us at church@graceaog.org

