02

Nº

2 0 2 0

E04

Vision Casting:
Future in Grace

E07

Thank you for
your Acts of Grace

E24
Awakening
the Next Gen in
Grace Assembly

MCI (P) 070/12/2019
Scan here to read The Gracian online or access
it from Grace Assembly app.
Or subscribe and have it delivered to
your inbox at https://www.graceaog.org/links/

Grace
Apprenticeship
Programme (GAP)
Considering a gap year from studies or work?
Wondering what it is like to serve God full-time?
Wanting to confirm God’s call in your life
and ministry?
Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to take a GAP in Grace!
GAP is a 9-month internship programme
that facilitates the discovery of God’s calling
in the lives of Gracians through the local
church to impact the world for Jesus.

www.graceaog.org/gap

Programme starts in July. Please visit the
www.graceaog.org/gap for more details.
Registration opens in April and closes on
31 May.

CONTENTS | Nº 02 / 2020

E10-13
M ES S A G E F R O M
O U R S E N I O R PA S T O R
E02-03

Shalom Gracians!

R EC A P
E04-05

Vision Casting: Future in Grace

E06

Moving forward in His
faithfulness

E07-09

Thank you for your Acts of Grace

E10-13

70th Anniversary Celebrations
Launch: All for His Glory and by
His Grace

E06

E16

I M PA C T

GROW

E14-15

E32-33

An encounter with God …

E34-35

Raising a resilient family

Are we to halt missions
with the invasion of Covid-19?

E16

The unreached is right here

E17

Answering the call in a time
of chaos

S T O R I ES O F G R A C E
E36-37

Five signs of God’s grace

E18

You are a woman.
You cannot do anything.

E38

Fishers of men

E20-21

Healing Room Ministry—
Still ministering to the sick

E39

God is good all the time

E40-41

We are called to be in such a
time as this

E42-43

Grace: Something given that
we all don’t deserve

G R A C E B E AT
E22-23

Special guests from Japan

E24-31

Awakening the Next Gen
in Grace Assembly

G R A C E C O N N EC T
E44

Acceptance of membership

Scan QR code
for our ONLINE
church services.
Ed i t i o n a l Te a m :
Selina Esther Lim
Tay Huizhen
Elaine Wee
Ellie Nwee
Design:
Kua Ling

Thank you for your
contributions!
We are grateful to
Gracians who have
contributed to this issue,
in one way or another.

Nº 02 / The Gracian — E01

MESSAGE FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR

SHALOM GRACIANS!
Many things have happened since the
beginning of the year until now.
Since mid-January this year, I was
already giving leadership with the Leadership Team to put in place the various
preventative measures against the
COVID-19 virus for the church. In the
same week that we finished the commencement of our 70th Anniversary
Celebrations Launch services on 8 and
9 February, an outbreak of the virus
took place among us. The outbreak was
so severe that Grace Assembly (GA)
became the largest cluster at that point
in time in February. Excluding those
who are not church staff or Gracians,
there were 17 of us who were infected,
including me. I was not prepared for
the personal, family, and church crisis
that followed where I had to lead
the church out of this crisis from the
National Centre for Infectious Diseases

E02 — The Gracian / Nº 02

(NCID). During my initial few days
of isolation in NCID, I could not see
God’s purpose through this crisis and
cried many times when I received news
of new confirmed cases among our
staff and Gracians every day. However,
God began to move where I saw online
prayer meetings borne out of Gracians’
initiatives, from the young to the old
across different ministries. When all
the staff members were served Home
Quarantine Order (HQO) to ringfence
the spread of the virus, Gracians took to
the streets to buy and deliver food and
groceries for those who were affected.
Gracians demonstrated the true biblical meaning of community living by
meeting the needs of those who were
immobilised in their houses. Acts of
grace were seen and demonstrated in
many different ways during this crisis,
which made me very grateful for the
generous and fearless spirit of Gracians.

After spending 10 days in NCID, I was
thankful to be discharged without any
further medication or treatment. By 13
March, all 17 Gracians were discharged,
and GA began our journey towards full
recovery!
Previously, many have requested our
services to resume when we suspended
them for close to two months. That
period was almost twice the incubation
period of the virus. As the largest
religious cluster of this virus in Singapore then, we wanted to be socially
responsible to our family, friends, and
colleagues in the workplace. We understand the stigmatisation that Gracians
experienced among our social contacts
during the initial outbreak of the virus.
By not resuming our services, we
wanted to express the Greatest Commandments of loving God and our
neighbours through directly addressing

I believe that God is doing something
very deep and significant in the life of
GA. Through this crisis, God is deconstructing our understanding of church
and reconstructing what He desires for
us as we move beyond our 70th year.
As we rise again from the rubbles, GA
will never be the same again after this
life and death crisis. We will not be the
same GA before the 8 and 9 February
weekend.

While many were asking when we will
resume our weekend services, I sought
the Lord on this question. I sensed
that it was the wrong question before
the Lord. The question is not WHEN,
but WHAT.

The crisis has shown us that GA is not
a building but a group of audacious
and Spirit-filled believers who love
God deeply so as to love others radically. Without large gatherings and
our premises, we can still strengthen
our resilience and continue with our
Christian disciplines and discipleship.
God is showing us that Christian living
is dynamic and it takes place every
day and anywhere. Without our usual
Children and Youth Ministries, parents
are arising to fill the gap to disciple their
children, which is the biblical model
and mandate. God is reshaping and
shifting our understanding of church
to what took place in the first century
early church, where faith and religion
are lived and expressed evidently in the
marketplace and society.

What is God doing among us through this
crisis?
What is God speaking to us about our
faith and church life?
What is God’s desire for us through this
crisis?
What is really crucial for the discipleship
of individuals and families, as seen
through this crisis?

We cannot allow this crisis to come and
go without understanding what God’s
purpose is.
We should not rush to resume our
church life without learning what God
wants to achieve among us.
We should not waste what God has
intended this crisis for GA.
Yes, there may be financial ramifications
because we are not meeting regularly in
our weekend services. But I believe that
faithful Gracians will continue their
giving because they understand God’s
principle of stewardship and support
what God is doing among us.
Let’s arise to rebuild GA to what God
wants this church to be.
Grace Assembly will RISE again – in
God’s purpose and destiny!

Rev. Dr. Wilson Teo
Senior Pastor

Photo: Dane Deaner @ Unsplash / Zoey Tian @ Unsplash

the concerns of our neighbours because
of the community transmission among
us. We wanted to go beyond our own
spiritual and relational needs of having
church services by continuing the
suspension of our weekend services.
GA will do our part in fighting this
pandemic together with the rest of
Singapore and alleviating fear and concerns that we have caused through our
practical actions.
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Vision
Casting:
FUTURE
IN GRACE
BY Selina Esther Lim

Pastor Wilson shared his vision for the
church over two English services in
January this year. He introduced the
mission statement for the church as
follows:
To raise Spirit-filled Gracians who love
God, love people, and make disciples
of Jesus Christ within and beyond the
church walls
To actualise the mission statement,
Pastor Wilson shared about the 5 key
pillars or areas of focus for the church
in the next 5 years (the “5:5 Strategy”).
Moving forward, the church will focus
on and channel its resources and time
towards the five key pillars.
Sharing from Matthew 28:18-20
(NIV), Pastor Wilson reminded the
congregation that every believer of
Christ should fulfil the Great Commission, which is the divine mandate
given by God and it is still very much
relevant today.
Therefore, the 5:5 Strategy will be formulated to harness the strength and
tradition that Grace Assembly has built
over the years, to achieve the Great
Commission.
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PILLAR 1
Missional Disciples

PILLAR 2
Next Generation

Discipleship is clearly part of the
Great Commission (Matthew 28:20)
and in Grace Assembly, it is defined
as “the process of becoming like Jesus
Christ in every area of one’s being”.

Next Generation refers to those who
are aged 30 and below.

Pastor Wilson also defined missional as “being God’s called and
sent people”. Missional disciples are
therefore believers who are called by
God and sent into the world to reach
people locally and globally, to restore
relationships, to bring healing into
families and creation, and to call
them into a covenant relationship
with Jesus Christ.
To equip Gracians to be the salt and
light of the world, and assist them to
grow spiritually continuously, Pastor
Wilson has set up the Grace Discipleship Institute (GDI) to focus on
raising missional disciples in Grace
Assembly. Led by Pastor Lee Meng
Cham, GDI aims to develop and
strengthen a roadmap for leaders,
new Christians and mature believers
through a step-by-step discipleship
track.

Pastor Wilson alerted an urgent need
to bring down the average age of the
congregation and he warned of the
danger of having Grace Assembly
age without renewal as the church
will only get smaller with natural
attrition.
Given the importance of renewal,
it is paramount that more emphasis
be placed on the youth and young
adult ministries to build a vibrant
and dynamic environment to attract
more young people and young families to join our church.
He also expressed concern for the
young people who have left the
church, and even the Christian faith
and he voiced his determination to
reduce the attrition rate of young
people leaving Grace Assembly.
To do this, the church needs to invest
in resources to reach the young
people through a proper discipleship
process and build authentic relationships to help them transit seamlessly through the different stages of
their lives.

To raise Spirit-filled Gracians who love God,
love people, and make disciples of Jesus Christ
within and beyond the church walls.
PILLAR 3
Family & Marriage

PILLAR 4
Missions

PILLAR 5
Community

Family life is a vital component of
church life. What happens in our
marriages affects our family and
children. In turn, healthy and strong
family relationships are pivotal to
creating a strong spiritual church
life. It is thus important that couples
learn to embrace and guard the
concept of “growing old together”.

This refers to Grace Assembly’s ministry in fulfilling the Great Commission beyond Singapore to make
disciples of all nations (Matt 28:19).

In our context, “community” refers
to the marginalised, poor and needy,
staying around Grace Assembly in
Tanglin and Bukit Batok.

The church has been involved in
missions for the past 40 years and we
currently have works in 10 nations.
We have planted more than 2,000
churches, sent missionaries, worked
with the locals to plant churches and
raised leaders in these countries.

Pastor Wilson believes that God has
placed Grace Assembly in Tanglin
and Bukit Batok so that Gracians
can be a blessing to those living in
the vicinity.

In the world today, there are many
alternatives that challenge God’s
idea of traditional family and marriage structures. Christian parents
therefore play a critical role in
teaching and making sure that our
children adhere to and preserve
God’s idea of a traditional family for
generations to come.
This pillar is also applicable to the
singles who have families made up
of parents, siblings, and extended
family members. As believers, they
can be that Godly voice and assert a
positive influence on the family.
Pastor Wilson also encouraged those
in the Silver Force (aged 55 years
and above) to serve by sharing their
experiences and using the gifts and
talents that God has given them.
The church will set up a Family
& Marriage discipleship track to
journey with and help Gracians
navigate through the different stages
of their marriage and family life,
especially for couples. As a church,
we will also impart knowledge God’s
idea of sexuality and marriage to our
children from a young age.

Besides all these, Grace Assembly
also helps the poor and needy
through various projects such as
providing toilets and clean water
and building proper buildings for
worship for the communities living
near the churches we have planted.
Through partnerships with non-governmental organisations (NGOs),
Grace Assembly is also involved
in local missions (“missions at our
doorsteps”) whereby we reach out to
migrant workers of different nationalities who are working in Singapore.
While much has been done for
missions, more can be done, locally
and overseas.

As God’s people, Gracians need to
align ourselves with His heart for the
needy by providing the help to those
who need it.
By taking care of our community,
Grace Assembly is demonstrating
God’s love and His command to use
what we have, to “look after orphans
and widows in distress and to keep
oneself from being polluted by the
world” (James 1:27).
Reach Community Services and
Grace Community Outreach are the
church’s arms in helping and blessing
the lost, the least and the lonely. Let us
continue to sow into the community.
“Let us not become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
(Gal 6:9)
As a parting note, Pastor Wilson
called for Gracians to serve and
journey with the church to build this
house for the Lord to bless the people
around us so that the Lord’s name
can be glorified.

Photo: Freepik

Pastor Wilson also emphasised that
discipleship must begin at home
and the church must not be the
only source of discipleship for our
children. However, the church will
partner the parents, and empower
and support them in raising the Next
Generation.
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“FORWARD” SONG STORY:

Moving forward
in His

Faithfulness
BY Samantha Lim

The evolution of “Forward” is a testimony of how the Lord has led Grace
Assembly in the past months. This is a
song that has been several months in
the making. We began working out a
rough concept of it in August of 2019
as the leadership began to talk about the
phrase, “anchored in God’s faithfulness,
moving forward strongly” as the church
looked to commemorating our 70th
anniversary in 2020.
Verse 1
Our fathers testify of Your goodness
Of the waves of Your favour poured upon
on our lives
Lord, we’ve seen how You’ve clothed us
with power
How You’ve been our provider
Our Shepherd and our guide

Verse one was the very first part of the
song to be completed. We wanted to
start the song with a mention of “our
fathers” so as to give priority to honouring what the Lord has done in the
generations before us. Grace Assembly
has a rich history, and we have seen
the hand of the Lord in His provision,
leading and protection over the years.
We wanted the song to carry a strong
sense of remembrance, whilst also carrying a conviction that we are now the
generation that God will use to fulfill
His kingdom purposes, if we are willing
to lay down our lives for His cause. The
heart cry of our generation is carried in
the pre-choruses, where we sing that the
Lord is faithful, and faithful to Him we
will remain!

Pre-Chorus:
Holy is the Lord our God almighty
Holy is His name
Faithful is the Lord our God,
and to Him
Faithful we remain
The second and third verses were
written last, in late January 2020. Little
did we know at the time of writing how
timely the words of the verses would be
for the trials that the world, our nation,
and our church would face when the
COVID-19 situation hit. Indeed, the
second verse stands as a prophetic declaration that “from here to all the nations
/over every situation” the Lord is sovereign! The third verse kicks the song
into its forward-looking essence, which
coupled with the choruses talks about
laying down our lives in surrender to
the Lord’s purpose.
Overall, “Forward” is an anthem of
our church. Let us remember our
faithful God, and let every generation
commend the mighty works of the Lord
to another. By the grace of God, Grace
Assembly would shine His glory from
here to our community, and to every
nation, amen!

To listen to our
Grace Songs,
go the link or
scan the QR Code
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Grace Songs
http://gracesongs.graceaog.org/forward/
YouTube
https://youtu.be/_glF_2ArD74

Thank you
for your
Acts of Grace!
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The last couple of months have been a
challenging period for Grace Assembly.
Church services and activities were suspended and the church premises had to
close while all church staff served Home
Quarantine Orders (HQO).
While we may have felt lonely in this
arduous journey, we were far from alone.
We received and were blessed by the
prayers, the many encouraging messages
and gifts and even offers of practical help
from Gracians, our neighbours, other
churches, and even strangers!
From the bottom of our hearts, thank
you to all who have reached out to
Grace Assembly and for cheering us on
during this difficult time!
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70th
Anniversary
Celebrations
Launch:
All for His Glory
and by
His Grace
BY Samantha Loh
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Much has been anticipated about
Grace Assembly’s 70th anniversary in
2020 and we kicked it off one February
weekend across combined services held
at our two locations. With “Anchored
in Faithfulness” as the theme for the
entire celebration, there was no better
testimony of God’s faithfulness to
Grace Assembly than the sight of our
young and old filling up our service
halls to praise and thank our God. It
was an exciting moment in the services as balloons flew up to unveil the
commemorative fixtures for this entire
year of celebrations. The crowd in the

fellowship areas also swelled and there
was a palpable sense of festiveness as
Gracians gathered together after service
for ice cream and popcorn.
Senior Pastor Wilson Teo and Pastor
Lee Meng Cham delivered the sermons
throughout the weekend with an
emphasis on the significance of seventy
in the Bible. In the Bible, seventy years is
seen as the completion of one chapter of
God’s assignment and the start of a new
season, often under a new leadership.
What an apt description for the new
season our church is in! Our 70th anni-
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versary represents the renewal of hope
within the legacy of Grace Assembly
and the lives of Gracians in our faith
journey with God—even more so with
the global outbreak of the COVID-19
and the uncertainties it brought to daily
life. Our hope in Christ will be tested
but it must be sustained and lived out.
While we can count our years and days,
it is only God who can make our years
and days count. Of course, when we
had our 70th Anniversary Celebrations
launch services on 8 and 9 February, we
had no inkling of the crisis our church
would soon face but the COVID-19
episode certainly helped to crystallise
God’s faithfulness to His church as He
leads us into a time of refining.
The preachers also emphasised that the
next 70 years for our church would
require a new generation of leaders
from this House to be raised. Just as
God placed His Spirit upon the 70
leaders whom Moses appointed to assist
him in leading the Israelites after their
departure from Egypt (Numbers 11),
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encouraged the current generation of
leaders to run well at their best speed so
that the next generation could pick up
the baton smoothly in any leadership
transition within the various ministries.
The call for intergenerational unity was
also reflected in a song presentation
where our Creative Arts Ministry
debuted a new Grace song entitled
‘Forward’. It was accompanied by a
dance presentation bringing together
dancers from both the English and
Chinese congregations. The song’s
chorus epitomises the direction our
church would be following for the next
70 years:

so would Grace Assembly. The current
generation of leaders were not forgotten
as well and would still play an important
role in the growth and maturity of
our church and the next generation.
Pastor Meng Cham likened this to the
passing of the baton in a relay race. He

We’re moving forward into
Your promise
Into Your will
Teach us to walk in step with all
of Your ways
Send us out by Your Spirit,
all for Your glory and by Your grace

“The preachers
also emphasised
that the next 70
years for our church
would require a
new generation of
leaders from this
House to be raised.“
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Are we
TO HALT
missions
with the
invasion
of
COVID-19?
BY Pastor Steve Tan
Head, Grace Missions

DORSCON Orange was declared by
the Ministry of Health on 7 February.
It was just less than two weeks to our
Grace Missions Partners Conference
(GMPC), which would supposedly take
place over 19–22 February 2020.
As part of Grace Assembly’s 70th Anniversary celebrations, Grace Missions had
started planning for the GMPC since
July last year. This conference aimed
to unite the hearts and minds of our
missions stakeholders, key partners and
church planters across ten nations in
Asia, as we come together for a time of
fellowship and empowerment. Regrettably, for the safety of our partners, as
well as considering the needs of the
greater community at large before our
own, we made the painful decision to
cancel this conference. All the planning
and preparations, speakers’ arrangements, hotel and flight bookings, as
well as meal reservations had all been
in vain. Grace Missional Communities
were disappointed too, as they were
anticipating the partners’ arrival and
looking forward to playing host to
them, many of whom they have connected with during missions trips.
Grace Missions’ focus then quickly
shifted to the Missions Convention
2020 weekends, scheduled for 15–16
February and 22–23 February. With
only a few days left, the team gathered
all the Country Directors on 11 February for an online meeting to tie up
loose ends for the two weekends. The
church had already been operating with
heightened precautionary measures in
response to the COVID-19 situation.

However, midway through our online
discussion, we were surprisingly interrupted by our senior pastor, Rev Dr
Wilson Teo. “Hi guys, we have our
first confirmed case of the COVID-19.
So we will shut down all church operations and services for the next two
weeks,” announced Rev Wilson. That
announcement caused a deafening
silence, and everyone did not know
how to respond or proceed with the
meeting. All our plans were abruptly
put to a halt again. Two major missions events were cancelled in a span of
five days.
“I can’t stand your religious meetings.
I’m fed up with your conferences and
conventions. I want nothing to do with
your religious projects, your pretentious
slogans and goals. I’m sick of your fundraising schemes, your public relations and
image making. I’ve had all I can take of
your noisy ego-music. When was the last
time you sang to me? Do you know what
I want? I want justice—oceans of it.
I want fairness—rivers of it. That’s what
I want. That’s all I want.”
—The Message, Amos 5:21–24
When the above scripture was first
read, we were taken aback. We have
never seen Amos 5:21–24 in this light.
The Message version of this scripture
was written in such a relatable, modern-day context that it could not be
ignored. For many weeks, the Missions Convention team sought the
Lord for direction and this scripture
convicted the team’s heart. We were
awfully delighted that the Lord had
spoken. That was the start of a spiritual

Nepal Church praying for Singapore.

Indonesia church praying for Singapore.
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awakening in the planning process for
Missions Convention 2020. We needed
to go back to the basics of why we do
missions in the first place. And it all
starts from His love and justice for
the nations.
Missions Convention is an annual affair
where the church gathers to learn and be
inspired with what God is doing in the
nations. It is a time where the church is
called to pray, give and go. Hence, the
event would revolve around sharing and
praying for the work of Grace Missions
and a call for faith pledges to continue

opportunity to quieten our hearts and
seek Him. Although the sudden turn
of events has caused much confusion
compounded with the complications
that COVID-19 has for the church,
we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to His
purpose (Romans 8:28).
We acknowledge that unless He builds
the house, those who build it labour
in vain (Psalm 127:1). Hence, let us
be reminded once again that nothing
is about us. Everything is about Jesus.

you!” “We fasted and prayed today for
Grace Assembly!” “We’re standing with
Grace Assembly!” Messages of encouragement and prayers from our partners
weekly have deeply blessed our hearts
and spirits.
Both of our missions events might
have involuntarily come to a halt, but
our work in the nations continue.
The partners press ahead and they are
more united and connected than ever.
We humbly embrace this disruption
knowing full well that the Lord is
sovereign and He is in control. What

“We’re praying for all of you!” “We fasted and prayed
today for Grace Assembly!” “We’re standing
with Grace Assembly!” Messages of encouragement
and prayers from our partners weekly have deeply
blessed our hearts and spirits.
funding the works. Beyond the call-toactions, the team wanted to refocus the
heart of God to be in the centre of all
these activities.
From planning to filming, logistics and
liaison with volunteers, each ministry
was busy with the preparations for the
big day. Work started in early 2019,
reaching out to overseas preachers
from India, Sri Lanka and Israel to
come and preach on God’s heart for
the nations. But with the rude invasion
of COVID-19, months of hard work
felt as if they had been taking place in
a bubble which has been burst. Grace
Missions had already suspended all
overseas trips the day DORSCON
Orange was declared. With all these
cancellations and disruptions, are we to
halt missions?
Outwardly, we were disappointed and
frustrated, but inwardly, we trust that
the Lord has bigger plans. His ways
are higher than our ways, and His
thoughts higher than our thoughts.
The many days of isolation was a divine

Therefore, the works in the nations still
continue. Our overseas missionaries
and lay country directors continue to
train and support the church planters
on the ground. Our pastors continue to
connect with their partners from their
homes through technology. Our church
planters are still evangelising and discipling the pre-believers. Our community
service projects in the various nations
are still being carried out to touch the
lives of the young and old. The training
centres that we are supporting are still
teaching and equipping future pastors,
missionaries and ministers that will
reach the unreached. Nothing can stop
the work of God from moving forward.
No men, no virus; not even our own
limitations and inadequacies.
During this challenging season, our
Grace Missions partners and invited
speakers have been gracious in accommodating the inconveniences caused
by the cancellations of the Missions
Convention and GMPC. They have
even rallied the churches to pray for us
continually. “We’re praying for all of

might seem ‘wasted’ in the eyes of men,
God will use for His glory. The work of
the Lord goes on, and we have full faith
that He is the One who provides for
and sustains His ministries. I borrow
from a passage that Rev Wilson shared
to exalt Gracians:
We are hard pressed on every side, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck
down, but not destroyed. We always carry
around in our body the death of Jesus, so
that the life of Jesus may also be revealed
in our body.
—2 Corinthians 4:8–10
Our plans may have been disrupted
but Grace Missions forges ahead and
we will move from strength to strength,
from glory to glory! And we will
rise again!
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The
UNREACHED
is right here
BY Jasmin Low

What comes to your mind when
you think about unreached people?
According to Joshua Project, unreached
people groups refer to people that lack
enough Christ followers and resources
to evangelise to their own people. And
out of over 17,000 people groups in
the world, there are over 7,000 people
groups which have yet to be evangelised to. Bangladesh and India are two
of the many countries which made
little progress in outreach, with 90.4%
unreached groups in Bangladesh and
90% unreached groups in India. All
these may seem to be just numbers and
percentages but they represent societies,
communities and individuals who have
yet to be touched and transformed by
the power of the gospel.
The good news is, they are right at our
doorstep. And Grace Missions, together
with Grace volunteers, have been faithfully serving the Bangladeshi, Indian
and even Chinese migrant workers
since 2019. Grace Missions is working
with SG Accident Help Centre to
support migrant workers with Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) and

physiotherapy services. We also organise
outreach events to share the gospel
message with them. Considering the
cultural and religious backgrounds of
these foreign workers, we are mindful
to reach out in a non-threatening and
genuinely loving manner. After all, they
Singing
Christmas
carols in Tamil

are not just numbers to be added into
the kingdom, but individuals who could
experience the never-ending grace and
everlasting love of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Last year, Grace Assembly organised a
Christmas outreach event attended by
almost 270 foreign workers. The Indian
community in Grace Assembly put up
songs in Tamil and Gracians from the
English services also organised fun games
for the workers. A total of 110 Gracians
were involved! The workers could relax
and spend time meaningfully, together,
as the message of Christmas was shared
with them.
This year, Grace Missions has plans to
continue our conversational English
lessons, as well as TCM and physiotherapy services for the migrant workers.
Do join us as a volunteer!
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Answering
THE CALL
in a time
of chaos
BY Jasmin Low

I sat under the sunset, listening
intently to the story of Pastor Lil as
he shared about how the Lord called
him to move to another town to start
a church. It has been 16 years since
he received the call and stepped foot
on unfamiliar grounds. In a tumultuous
time, when his country was facing an
insurgency, Pastor Lil took his own
savings and—with no support from any
church or parachurch organisation—
started on a journey to fulfil God’s
calling in his life.

Eventually, his family moved with him
to the unreached place. In 2006, Grace
Missions also stepped in to give Pastor
Lil support in his church planting
works. Nine people were touched and
transformed by Jesus in that place,
marking the first three months—and
start—of a new church planted by
Pastor Lil. The church he set up is now
independent and has 200 members. By
God’s grace, it even expanded into two
more branch churches and two house
churches.

That was 1998, a season where Pastor
Lil’s people witnessed all sorts of crimes
against humanity—executions, kidnappings, massacres and purges. 17,000
lives were lost. In such a time of violence and hopelessness, the shimmer of
light that gives off even a glimmer of
hope must come from the Church
of Christ.

As Pastor Lil recounted the days of
answering the Lord’s call, there beside
him was Pastor Rick, a faithful disciple
of his, who would continue in the
legacy of planting churches and seeing
more souls discipled in Christ.

In his mother church, Pastor Lil had
served in the Sunday school ministry for
five years, evangelising and discipling
the little ones of the nation. But there
was an urgent need to spread the gospel,
so Pastor Lil was asked by his mother
church to reach out to other parts of the
country. However, he felt burdened to
build up his mother church at the time.
So, he decided to stay.

Grace Missions partners with local
church planters to reach the unreached
for Christ. Oftentimes, these people
received a clear calling from the Lord
to focus on doing His work but lack
the necessary resources to grow. As a
church, we have been called to support
our brothers and sisters in the nations
to fulfil the Great Commission. Your
giving to Grace Missions supports these
local church planters.

Pastor Lil, Pastor Rick and his
wife in front of their church.
*Faces are covered for security
purposes.
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You are a woman.
YOU CANNOT
DO ANYTHING.
BY Jasmin Low

“You are a woman.
You cannot do anything.” These words
would resound in the
ears of Pastor Choin
whenever she hit a
wall in her ministry.
While words have
the power to give
life or death, these
words were definitely
weapons of the devil
to kill Pastor Choin’s
passion. In a coastal
village teeming with fresh seafood
and fishermen boats, Pastor Choin, a
widow, lives with her three sons and
fixes nets for a living.

TOP: Going into the village for ministry
BOTTOM: Pastor Choin’s church members

One fateful day in 2015, a village witch
cursed Pastor Choin with a terrible
illness. She suffered for three days in
misery until a pastor came to pray
for her healing in Jesus’ name. As she
received healing, she felt the chains of
bondage break and a sense of freedom!
Like many others, Pastor Choin
struggled to find her calling in life. But
she knew in her heart that she enjoyed
evangelising and her eyes always light
up with excitement whenever a lost
soul comes to the Lord. Because of this
and her experience being healed, she
decided to give her life to Jesus and
made a firm resolution to share the
gospel and plant churches.
Being a church planter has not been
easy for Pastor Choin. As a woman and
single mother, she faces many cultural
risks and restrictions when travelling
and preaching. Fortunately, she has lay
leaders who can travel with her to do
ministry. Pastor Choin also does not
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come from a well-to-do family and
sometimes feels torn between working
and spending more time with her sons.
On top of that, she faces persecution
from her neighbours and the pre-believing families of her church members.
However, no trial or persecution can
overwhelm her love and passion for
souls. She has witnessed many lives
transformed by the love of Christ, as
well as how her church members grew
to love one another. Many of the youth
in her church are actively serving and
inviting their pre-believing friends to
join the spiritual family. They even join
the adult church members in doorto-door evangelism.
Grace Missions stepped in to support
Pastor Choin in 2016. This has brought
great encouragement to her in terms of
prayer and financial support. She felt
that the support and empowerment by
Grace Missions push her to go the extra
mile to share Christ and conduct outreaches. She has planted three churches
and will continue doing the work of an
evangelist.
“I want to see more churches planted.
I want the people in my area and
country to know the goodness of
Christ. I want to reach more places
and plant more churches. And I am
praying that my leaders will continue
to serve.” These were the words uttered

“I want to see
more churches
planted.”
— Pastor Choin
by Pastor Choin, a woman who does
not succumb to overwhelming adversities. They carry the potential of the
dreams that God has placed in her
heart. Will you join our partners like
Pastor Choin, as they fulfil God’s will
for the glory of His Kingdom?

GIVE VIA PAYNOW
QR CODES OR UENS

TITHES &
OFFERING

UEN For Tithes & Offering:

S61SS0171E001

(Grace Assembly of God)

Enter the UEN here

MISSIONS
PLEDGES

UEN For Missions Pledges:

S61SS0171E002
(Grace Missions)

Please visit our website https://www.graceaog.org/giving for other giving options.
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Healing Room Ministry—
STILL MINISTERING
TO THE SICK
BY Pastor Matthew Tan

For the past three years, the Healing
Room Ministry (HRM) of Grace
Assembly of God has been operating
primarily through physical sessions
in the church itself. Gracians, young
and old have been bringing their family
and loved ones to these sessions. At
times, cell groups have also reached
out to the public and attended these
sessions together with them, as part
of outreach efforts. As the HRM team
ministers to both believers and non-believers, it is extremely heartening to
see non-believers getting healed and
accepting Jesus, and later coming back
to attend the various weekend services
in church.

By the grace of God, the HRM team
has been receiving testimonies of
healing at almost every session. These
testimonies range from the healing
of minor and persistent body pains
to more serious ones like eczema and
deafness. In some cases, various cysts
and tumours have disappeared, and
people have experienced God’s healing
touch for even critical conditions like
late-stage cancer.
In January 2020, during a session
at Grace@Tanglin, the HRM team
received a testimony from a lady
who was suffering from Stage 4 lung

1.

3.
1. First Session
2. Team praying for people
3. PET scan comparison

2.
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cancer for the last four years. She had
undergone chemotherapy and many
other treatments before she came for
two HRM sessions in September and
November 2019.
When she returned in January 2020,
the lady brought along photos of her
PET scans. Her most recent PET scan
results showed that the glowing dots
of cancerous tumours have diminished
as compared to six months ago! Her
doctors were all very excited, and they
said the tumours were either completely
gone or they were too small to be picked
up by the machine.

Healing
Room
Ministry

To safeguard everyone’s well-being,
there will be no
face-to-face Healing
Room sessions until
further notice.
For the time being,
we will be adopting
a new format.

It was indeed a time of rejoicing for the
HRM team! This lady has been through
so much but has experienced the healing
touch of our Almighty God!

• Send your prayer
requests for
physical healing
via our online
form or via email.
• Our Healing Room
team will then call
and pray with you
over the phone.

In February 2020, due to the COVID-19
situation, the church decided to shift
our HRM operations online. Faceto-face sessions were suspended and a
dedicated webpage was created. Those
who are seeking physical healing simply
have to fill up an online form and the
HRM team will contact you and pray
with you through voice or video calls.
Physical distance and the change in
format do not diminish the healing
power of Jesus. The church still receives
many encouraging testimonies of people
being healed. From back pains being
relieved to tumours disappearing, Jesus’
healing power is still evident and experienced, even across Wi-Fi networks!
The HRM team is committed to praying
for the sick. If you are experiencing
any form of illness or if you know of
anyone who is unwell, you can submit
prayer request using this link: www.
graceaog.org/healing-room The team
looks forward to resuming face-to-face
sessions when appropriate.

Scan for more info.
https://www.graceaog.org/
healing-room

Testimonies of healing over phone
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SPECIAL GUESTS from Japan
BY Betty Asher Tan

Over the weekend of 11 and 12 January, more
than 60 Gracians across Grace@Tanglin and
Grace@BukitBatok participated in hosting some
Japanese students. The students came to Singapore for an immersion programme to practise
their English language, and over that weekend,
our church partnered with them for a family
hosting programme on Saturday as well as a
church visit on Sunday.
My family and I hosted two 13-year old Japanese female students on Saturday. Initially, I
was quite apprehensive about meeting them
because I thought that there was going to be a
language barrier, which would make it hard for
me to talk to them. However, I was surprised
when I met them at Zhongshan Park and they
greeted my family in perfect English! After we
introduced ourselves to each other, we went to
our first destination, Chinatown, for lunch. My
parents decided to let them try some food that
were common to us yet unique to them. So we
ordered mala (spicy stir-fry), fish soup, carrot
cake and teh bing (iced milk tea) to help ‘wash
down the spiciness’.
After the full meal, we toured the streets of Chinatown to let them have a feel of what a festive
Singapore was like, as it was nearing Chinese
New Year. My parents generously offered to
get the girls souvenirs too, and we got a variety
of them—from magnets to mini fans to help
them cool off in the Singapore heat. Before
heading to our second destination, Gardens by
the Bay, we introduced the girls to bubble tea,
to which both of them chimed with excitement
as they were both already familiar with the everpopular drink.
At Gardens by the Bay, we entered the Flower
Dome first. I was equally awed like the girls by
the Chinese New Year decorations that were put
up on display. We walked leisurely through the
garden and took many pictures together with the
zodiac statues. Then, we moved on to the Cloud
Dome. As soon as we entered the dome, we were
greeted with a burst of cool air and mist from the
grand waterfall. With hesitation, the girls politely
asked us to take pictures of them, but we were
most willing to do so. We then went up to the
top of the waterfall before slowly making our way
down via the sky walkway. The girls were amazed
E22 — The Gracian / Nº 02
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4.

3..

at the flora around the area and the spectacular
view from high above the ground. We could
even see the Singapore Flyer and Supertrees
from where we were in the dome. We concluded
our tour with a visit to the souvenir shop.
Due to time constraints, we had to rush to bring
the girls back to their hotel. My family and I were
slightly disappointed because we really enjoyed

“I am glad that my family and I
were able to show them a glimpse
of what being Christian mean...”
our time with the girls and felt that the outing
was too short. But I was delighted knowing that
I would be able to meet them again the next day.
The next day, the Japanese girls and their
teachers were split up to visit Grace@Tanglin
and Grace@BukitBatok separately. My brother
and I were at Grace@BukitBatok to host the
girls along with a few other Gracian youths.
We went to the Emerge service with them and
had lunch together after that. During a short
programme after lunch, they taught us how to
play a Japanese game called Sugoroku, while we
taught them how to make the gospel bracelet and
shared the gospel with them using the bracelet
that they made. I was also given time to write
letters to them which I am thankful for because
I wanted to convey my gratitude towards them
for the warm kindness they showed my family
and me. Through the experience on Sunday, I
forged new friendships with the other Japanese
girls and got to know them more.

5.

As the programme came to an end, the girls gave
me special cards with origami yukata (a casual
version of the kimono) on them. I’m grateful
that I’m able to keep in touch with them through
technology. I really hope they felt the same way
that I had during the time spent with them, as
it was truly a pleasure to host them. Through
these two days, I also learned quite a bit about
my Japanese friends, from their culture to the
hobbies which I never knew they had. I would
definitely like to host them again!
I’m glad that my family and I were able to show
our Japanese guests a glimpse of what being a
Christian means, and were able to love them
through hosting them and spending time with
them. I thank God for the opportunity we had
to sow seeds in the hearts of these girls and I pray
that they will one day come to know the Lord
Jesus Christ just as I do.

1. Together with her family, Betty (second from right)
hosted two Japanese female students.
2. Betty and the two Japanese students enjoying their
bubble tea at Chinatown.
3. The gospel bracelets that the Japanese students
learnt to make.
4. Group photo at the Grace@Tanglin Emerge Service.
5. Group photo at the Grace@Bukit Batok Emerge Service.
6. Happy faces during the small group activity time.

6.
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NEXUS By Pastor Joey Asher Tan

Awakening
the Next Gen in
Grace Assembly

As a pastor serving in Nexus, I
paid close attention to what our
senior pastor said regarding our
church’s next generation during his
church-wide, vision-casting sermon
in January. At that time, I pleaded
with the Lord to go before us as we
set in motion our grandiose plans
for 2020. There were many things we
were going to embark on to awaken
the children, youths and young
adults in Grace Assembly.
Together with the Nexus staff team,
eight of us had budgeted for an
end-of-year family camp, a children’s carnival to reach out to the
community, a pre-teens camp, and
an island-wide combined pre-teens
and youth outing. We also anticipated our second overseas youth
camp, an inaugural combined polytechnic and university campus
camp, a brand new marketplace
initiative for young adults, as well
as multiple missions trips to reach
the nations.

Photo: Grant Ritchie @ Unsplash

Along with the 70th anniversary celebrations, many things were riding
on 2020 as a breakthrough year. We
were positioning ourselves to disciple
young Gracians in the faith, as well
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as to reach out to our cousins, classmates and colleagues, and welcome
first-time visitors as they assimilate
into our community.
However, we had the ultimate
first-time visitor in February—
COVID-19. It was an unprecedented disrupter to church life and
Nexus activities like never before. We
could not attend Grace@Tanglin or
Grace@BukitBatok services, meet in
homes for cells, or plan for any of the
aforementioned events. “Church”, as
we knew it, was cruelly and suddenly
yanked away from us. How then were
we, as Nexus, going to cope with this
unwelcome newcomer who seems set
to stay for the foreseeable future?
At the end of March, with so many
Nexus activities forcibly shut down,
my teammates and I are pleased
(and proud!) to testify that God has
awakened Grace Assembly’s next
generation to fervently rise up to
take their unique place in the church.
We have seen parents using Grace
Kids resources to take ownership of
discipling their children; pre-teens
hanging out online and looking
forward to every virtual fellowship;
youths initiating an online prayer
movement, and our young adults
going out of their way to bring gro-

ceries to those who were quarantined
(and I was among the blessed recipients of this initiative!).
My colleagues and I in the Nexus
staff team also actively reached out
to any young person whom we know
were directly (e.g., hospitalised,
serving a Quarantine Order [QO],
or put on Leave of Absence [LOA]
from school) or indirectly (e.g.,
stigmatised by friends who found
out they were from Grace Assembly)
affected by this outbreak. As for me,
as soon as my own QO was lifted,
I headed to the supermarket with my
wife to purchase groceries for care
packs, which were then delivered to
Gracians who were affected by the
outbreak, including those who were
hospitalised, quarantined in a university hostel, or had a parent who
was hospitalised.
At the request of the young people
who were part of the online prayer
movement, I preached a short
sermon on Isaiah 40:28–32 when
we gathered to pray together on a
Saturday afternoon. We also had
some young people put together an
appreciation video for our senior
pastor and the church’s leadership
team. Starting 22 March, we began
mobilising young people to “bring

church” to elderly Gracians from
the Chinese ministries (who had
limited access to technology) by
going to their houses to assist them,
and attend church online together
with them.
In a crisis, we see who Christ really
is. I am so moved by how the next
generation of Grace Assembly is truly
setting an example for all believers,
and letting fellow Gracians see
who Christ really is in them. Faith
Lek, one of the leaders in Nexus,
recounts: “In this period of disruptions
and disappointments, God gave me a
renewed heart for prayer and for the
people around me, and opened my eyes
to His grace by the love that Gracians
have extended to my family and others.
This has been, by far, one of the greatest
encouragements as my peers and I have
a fresh desire to seek the Lord like never
before. I’ve always believed that God
has always been working and I know
for sure that God is moving.”
The Nexus staff team and I are so
proud of our children, youths and
young adults. As a Gracian, how can
you not be filled with so much hope
for the future when you see how
they are rising up to love God and
serve people within and beyond the
church walls?

“...God has awakened Grace Assembly’s
next generation to fervently rise up to
take their unique place in the church. “
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“God has blessed me so much during
this period and I want to continue to
be a blessing to others!”
YAYP MARKETPLACE COMMUNITY By Pastor John Lin
Through this very difficult season for
our church, we have been hard-pressed
on all sides because of COVID-19.
Though we were hard-pressed, we were
not crushed because we saw the church
stand stronger in Christ through love
and unity for one another.
One of the main things I did was to
engage in close communication with
the YAYP regional leaders. We had
daily conversations to check in on one
another and regular video calls to pray
together for the church. I encouraged
and empowered these leaders to take
ownership of the people in their regions
and to lead them through this storm.
They were engaging with their leaders
and encouraging them to pray and
meet online together regularly while
our physical services had stopped.
During this period, a member from the
YAYP Marketplace community stepped
forward to volunteer and began writing
a daily prayer devotional with a key
bible passage, reflection, and prayer
pointers. It was sent to the Regional
Leaders and was a massive source of
encouragement for all of us. This devotional was released every night to the
other marketplace cell groups to rally
our members to pray.
On top of this, members were coming
together to meet physical needs. We
saw different cell groups reaching out
to the church leadership to offer help
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to deliver food and groceries to affected
members or staff under Quarantine
Order.
An incredible story that unfolded
was when one of our YAYP members
tested positive for COVID-19 and
was admitted into an isolation ward.
During his lengthy stay in the hospital,
he did not once grumble or complain.
Instead, he was very positive about the
whole experience and shared with me
that God had encountered him personally in the ward. He was inspired
to do something good so he went on
to reach out to various authorities to
assist him in blessing every COVID-19
patient with a flower and personal
written letter of encouragement. This
gesture of kindness was featured across
the mainstream media, encouraging
many Singaporeans.
Our brother-in-Christ said, “I’m grateful
to Pastor John and his team for reaching
out and offering to help buy supplies for
my family! I’m also grateful to how Pastor
Wilson reached out to me personally
while I was in the isolation ward! God
has blessed me so much during this period
and I want to continue to be a blessing
to others!”
TOP: Chinese news article featuring a YAYP
member who was admitted in hospital for
COVID-19, yet chose to bless fellow patients in
the isolation wards with a flower and letter of
encouragement
BOTTOM: A daily prayer devotional sent by a
member from the YAYP Marketplace community
to rally others to pray together

2.

3.

1. One of the Nexus members received food and encouragement card at her doorstep, delivered
personally by church friends
2. Wileen and Winna received food, flowers and encouragement card from R-AGE leaders who
delivered to their doorstep
3. Young adults visiting elderly Gracians from the Chinese ministries to assist them with tuning in to
watch the online church service together

1.

YAYP CAMPUS COMMUNITY
By Pastor Rebecca Yong
It has been an unusual February and
March when Grace Assembly had to
suspend all weekend services, as well as
group meetings and activities in church.
At that time, when our church became
the largest COVID-19 cluster in Singapore, the young adults in the YAYP
Campus community immediately initiated going online to meet with fellow
cell members to pray, and to continue
having cell by checking in on each other
and encouraging one another with God’s
Word. It was extremely encouraging to
see the ownership of the young adults
in doing this without direct instructions
from any of the pastoral staff!
While the pastors and church staff were
serving their Quarantine Orders (QO),
several young adults texted them, and
also their family, to ask if they needed
anything. I had young adults offering

to deliver food to my doorstep and
some who actually came personally
to my house to deliver my favourite
black fried carrot cake, papaya, Toast
Box coffee, Super Supreme pizza and
BreadTalk chocolate loaf. Others called
me to pray over the phone with me
or sent voice messages including their
heartfelt prayers. It has been a tremendous three weeks of receiving so much
love, care, support and prayers from
those whom we shepherd and pastor.
The pastors and staff were not the only
ones affected; we also had young adults
who were on Leave of Absence or QO.
Even though we could not meet in
person, it did not stop us from reaching
out to the affected young adults. I took
time to call them personally to check in
on them; cheer and encourage them, as
well as pray with them over the phone.
This crisis gave me the opportunity to
care for those affected via technology, to
let them know that they are not alone
and are deeply loved by their pastors
and leaders.

They were also deeply blessed by other
young adults who also called them,
encouraged them, prayed with them
and delivered food and gifts to them.
A team of youth leaders actually went
to the homes of these young adults to
bring them food, necessities, encouragement notes and even flowers!
I am so thankful to God for raising
these young adults who love Him
and His church, going the extra mile
to love, care, support, bless and help
others in times of need! I share these
quotes from Winna Tan (university
student) and Wileen Tan (polytechnic
student) who were recipients of these
blessings: “We were so surprised to see the
Elevate leaders at our door with food and
flowers! We felt so blessed to have such a
wonderful community that cares and
loves us, exemplifying the grace of God to
us in a difficult time.”

Nº 02 / The Gracian — E27

GRACE B E AT
1.

2.

3.
1. First online meeting with Elevate@
Tanglin leaders
2. Elevate@Tanglin Regional Leaders
with their usual online meet-ups to
coordinate how to reach out to youths
3. Elevate@Bukit Batok key leaders meet
online to discuss how to engage the
youths

R-AGE ELEVATE YOUTH COMMUNITY By Sheryl Teo
During this time, the staff team and I made keeping in contact with the key ministry leaders our priority. We felt that it was important to keep communication
lines open so that they can get first-hand information and updates from the church
leadership.
We met online at least once a week, and prayed together as well. These virtual
meet-ups have been crucial in helping to keep the other leaders and members
connected during this time when cell groups and services are put on hold, and also
to pass on timely information and encourage one another to find creative ways to
meet and maintain their relationship with God.
One of the ground-up initiatives that took place during this time was the “10:15”
prayer movement, where youths and young adults gathered online every night at
10:15pm to pray together for the church and the entire COVID-19 situation. It
even expanded into two sessions of 3:33pm online Saturday sessions, where people
gathered for a time of worship and prayer. The Nexus staff team also joined these
sessions, to touch base with members and share words of encouragement with them.
I was personally and tremendously blessed by these online sessions, and witnessed
how standing united with the body of Christ looks like.
One of our Elevate youths, Anne Ng, shared: “Joining the 10:15 prayer movement
has taught me the importance of seeking God in my own personal time. The journey of
faith is not being dependent on a church to seek God but to build a relationship with
God on a daily basis through personal prayers and quiet time. Coming together to pray
in unity has shown me that church is more than a building; that we are a group that
lifts one another up and stays connected to each other spiritually even though we have
lost our physical home.”
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R-AGE EMERGE PRE-TEENS COMMUNITY by Tiffany Tay
During the past weeks of church closure, I saw many things happen at many
levels—from the staff level to ground level. While many people saw this as doom
and gloom for Grace Assembly, I saw the hand of God in our church when this
happened to us.
Many heartening ground-up initiatives took place during this time and two of
them that I personally experienced was having Emerge leaders coming to my house
to deliver fruits to me and my family. Even though we could not meet physically,
young Gracians also got creative and met online with whatever forms of technology
they could find. I saw Emerge leaders initiating online cell meetings with their preteens. The Nexus staff team rode on this initiative and decided to make it official
for all pre-teens to take part in online cells every weekend for as long as there are
no Emerge services.
On a Sunday morning, I gathered all the Emerge leaders to pray for the ministry.
I also delivered food and groceries to a couple of families whom I know were on
Quarantine Orders.

1. & 2. Care packs delivered by Ps Joey Asher
to young people personally affected by
COVID-19 quarantine or hospitalisation
3. Emerge@Tanglin preteens meet online for cell

A pre-teen, Aryn Teo, shares her experience during this period: “I’m thankful for
the nurses and doctors, and thankful that the virus is not so deadly! I’m thankful that
dajie (elder sister) is so amazing and that she can take care of my younger brother alone!
I am also thankful for everyone who have been praying for us and blessing us with food
and supplies!”

1.

2.

3.

“Coming together to pray in
unity has shown me that church
is more than a building...”
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GRACE KIDS
By Sim Soo Wei, Benjamin
Ang and Vivienne Lim
The outbreak of COVID-19 shook
Grace Assembly overnight when we
became one of its victims. The virus
caused all staff to be quarantined, and
our children and spouses had to be on
Leave of Absence. As a result, Grace
Kids could not have physical services
for many weeks. There were many
inconveniences caused and we turned
to online meetings to maintain communications and connections.
However, we know that the Lord must
have allowed this to happen for a reason;
weeks into the dire situation, we began
to see the silver linings across all age
groups and stakeholders in Grace Kids.
The following testimonies by some of
our children and their families remind
us that God is with us during this time:
Jayne Lim, a mother with children in
Grace Kids, says, “[Thankfulness] is the
single common theme for my family
as we stayed home for one and a half
weeks. As a staff member of Grace
Assembly, I was put under Quarantine
Order by MOH during this period. My
children were then automatically put
on Leave of Absence by their schools by
virtue of relation.
As soon as the news about Grace
Assembly was released, friends texted us
to check in on us and offered their help
in any way needed. Surprise food deliveries became a regular affair. We were
blessed beyond measure.
One of our greatest concerns during this
time was for our children. Wondering if
I had been infected and if I had passed
it on to my family, I quarantined myself
in a room. So my husband had to care
for our three children on his own, on
top of working from home.
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Despite being quarantined herself,
Sister Soo Wei reached out to my family,
checking in on our physical health and
praying with us. Prior to their return
to school, she also shared some of the
preparations she went through with her
own child so that we could do the same.
Sister Soo Wei also went the extra mile
in calling my home and talking to my
children. She assured them several
times that what is happening is not
their fault, and taught them ways that
they can help around the home. She
would text my daughter daily, asking
how she was doing and if she had faced
any negative responses from friends
in school.
Even after the end of the quarantine
period and we resumed our normal lives,

she still checked in on our children—
whether they faced any stigmatisation
or were ostracised by friends upon their
return to school.
We’ve been greatly blessed by Sister
Soo Wei’s heart for the children and her
encouragement to us and our children
during this time, even when she had
to deal with her own concerns about
herself and her family. It was a stressful
period but her love acts are a tangible
reminder that God’s love surrounds us
and is watching over us.”
Jayne reciprocated to Sister Soo Wei’s
love and favour and took their blossoming friendship to a higher level
when she returned the gesture with a
rack of lip-smacking Balinese pork ribs
after her quarantine was over.

Sister Simin from GraceKids@Tanglin had an online Zoom session with Primary 1 children, teaching
them how to pray for the COVID-19 situation and what family devotion is all about

out there supporting us through this
crisis. Brother Benjamin also called
a few times to check on the kids and
reminded us to teach them how to
respond to questions posed to them
by their friends in school, and prayed
for us.”
Pastor Peter is thankful for Grace Kids
and the pastoral care that his children
received. His eldest daughter remarked
that she “enjoyed the gifts from others”
and “the prayer [she] received from
Brother Benjamin”. She also “learnt
(from some devotionals) how God
fights [her] battles and that [she] can
look to God for help”.

Another child in Grace Kids who was
blessed, Ethan Liew shares, “Like a
few of my other friends, I have special
needs. I was sad to be quarantined as I
missed my friends and going to church
a lot. But at the same time, Mummy
made staying home easier for me by
teaching me to bake and help with
chores at home.

Pastor Peter’s children were also recipients of unexpected blessings. Pastor
Peter Lim, a father with children in
Grace Kids, said, “Christmas came
incredulously early this year as my
children woke up to find ice cream,
Vitamin C and snacks at their doorstep
during the time when their daddy was
quarantined.

During the time when we were quarantined, Sister Vivienne had a FaceTime
session with me and walked through
my feelings with me about having to
stay at home. I felt happy to hear from
her and I told my mummy that I like to
talk to her!”

Gracians generously poured in and
delivered the comfort food to bless me
and my children in our time of need. It
reminded us that we are loved and there
is a wonderful community of believers

Ethan’s mother revealed that Ethan
prayed on his own for the virus to
go away as he really missed going to
church. She then suggested for the
Special Needs ministry to meet online
to catch up. Ethan’s wish came true
on the morning of 8 March when
we gathered on Zoom for a meeting.
Aptly, Ethan was the one who closed
the session in prayer, and specifically
prayed against the virus outbreak! The
Grace Kids staff team all concluded that
it was one of the most beautiful online
meetings they have ever been a part of.

“The inconveniences caused by
COVID-19 are perhaps blessings
in disguise...”

As a staff team, we are reminded that
it is indeed more blessed to give than
to receive. The inconveniences caused
by COVID-19 are perhaps blessings in
disguise, because all these encounters
became experiential lessons for both the
children in Grace Kids and their parents
as we all learn to thank God for our
manifold blessings in this season.

TOP: Children with special needs meet their
GraceKids@BukitBatok teachers online to
catch up
BOTTOM: Online prayer session with all GraceKids leaders
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Counselling & Pastoral Care Ministry

An ENCOUNTER with God …
BY Wendy Lam

While growing up, have you ever been told not to depend too much on
your feelings? Over the forty years of being a Christian, I have learnt
to suppress my feelings and avoid difficult people and circumstances.
However, occasional outbursts of emotions still occur at home and at
work. Over the years, I developed my coping mechanism and learnt how
to get out of the depressed state. It could mean a denial of my needs,
redefining my purpose and goals, and at the same time changing my
attitudes towards people and circumstances. Unfortunately, the outbursts
reoccur, and emotional upheavals repeat itself, and I often wonder why I
do things that I sincerely feel I do not want to do.
In March last year, I attended the course “Foundations of Christian
Counselling” by Pastor Benjamin. I was encouraged to read a book
entitled “Effective Biblical Counselling” by Larry Crabb. It became
clearer to me that I need to understand myself more and my motivation
to meet my needs for significance and security. Unconsciously I hold a
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reservoir of underlying wrong assumptions. As I prayed about the hurts
and disappointments, God by His grace revealed truths to me. I often
caught myself thinking about what others think about me, especially
my bosses and colleagues at work. I often had wrongly construed what
they felt about me. I would then behave and respond to them according
to these thoughts. It led me to act defensively and many times avoided
them. Now I recognise them as underlying wrong assumptions that I
had. I realised even as a Christian; I was evaluating my world and events
around me from false perspectives.
I have since learnt to put effort to evaluate my life from God’s perspective, I
became more aware of my thoughts leading me to surrender and recognise
that my significance and security can only be in God. In obedience I took
the step to live for Christ, exercising what Paul wrote in Philippians 4:8
about “…whatever is true, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever
is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy
– think about such things”. I noticed a breaking down of my pride and a
growing attitude of humility within me. Now I feel more compassionate
towards the irrational behaviour of people around me. I started becoming
more understanding and accepting to people around me.
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…led me to follow in His foot steps
After my breakthrough, I realised many people come to church week after
week without encountering the deep life-changing power of God’s love.
Many instead fall deep into bondage to hopelessness, guilt, addictions,
depression, bitterness, and other heart-numbing problems. They are crying
for help; torn between their burdens and experiencing God’s freedom. At
that time, I found out about the Counselling and Pastoral Care Ministry.
They were recruiting Pastoral Carers; a group of compassionate believers
who have a desire to support those going through life challenges and
seeking for a spiritual breakthrough. I felt the tug in my heart and I signed
up. Serving alongside associate counsellors, I’m walking with those in need
to lead them to experience God’s pardon, purpose, and power so they
become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. Jesus listened to the cry of
souls and was filled with compassion; offering hope and healing. I’m glad
that I’m walking in His footsteps now.

Monthly training & equipping
for Pastoral Carers.
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THE PRAYER OF A DESPERATE PARENT SERIES

Raising a resilient family
BY Uma Rudd Chia

Covid-19 hit our church hard. By the grace of
God and the wisdom of our church leaders,
we can say we have seen the goodness of God
despite the adversity.
My husband, Colin, was quarantined at home
for coming in contact with a church member
who was infected. The whole family ended up
being on leave of absence. Of all the weeks, it
happened when I was supposed to go to South
Korea for work.
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The trip was cancelled. I had to simultaneously make arrangements for my kids’ schools
and activities amidst back to back meetings
on every online platform available. I was so
stressed, my blood pressure shot up. In a dizzy
state, I reversed my car into a wall on my way
to the doctor. At that point I realised I was
counting on my own strength and stopped to
hear God’s voice for my family – funny how we
let our fear and stress takeover until something
like this happens.

What did God say to me? 2 Things that every
parent needs to do at troubled times.
1. WORSHIP ME. There’s nothing you can
do. But a lot I can do.
Psalm 91:7-16 came to me. After seeing the
doctor, I picked up my guitar and raised my
hallelujah despite feeling sick. It took a few
minutes but my faith kept rising with each
chorus. I felt the atmosphere changing and
joy physically entering my home. As parents,
sometimes the only way to break the shackles
of stress and fear in our homes, is to praise.
Even when it demands a sacrifice, praise. My
kids started walking by and humming along
and I knew God was there.
2. WALK THROUGH IT, NOT AWAY FROM
IT. Whatever has to happen, will happen.
But I will be there with you.
I know many parents are worried about
stepping into public places, even coming back to church. We want to keep our
families safe.
But in times of uncertainty, we must choose.
Do we infect our kids with fear, or stand in
faith, covering them with the blood of Jesus,
claiming His Word in prayer. Faith isn’t the
absence of fear, it’s the courage to trust God’s
Word irrespective of circumstances.

I returned to Grace@Tanglin on 4 March for
a meeting. When Sarah heard I was going to
church, she asked if it’s safe. I replied, “I walk
with God. It’s the safest place to be. Even if I
fall sick He’ll see me through.”
When they were about to be thrown into the
fire, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego said,
“Even if He doesn’t deliver us, we will only
worship Him.” (Daniel 3:16-20). As Christian parents, this is a testimony we need to
uphold – extolling Him as God, even when
things get scary around us.
And in case you’re wondering how we faired healthwise, my family came out of our
quarantine and leave of absence, healthy and
grateful that we serve the living God.

“As parents, sometimes the only
way to break the shackles of
stress and fear in our homes,
is to praise. Even when it
demands a sacrifice, praise.”

When we choose to stand in faith, we pattern
a behaviour for our kids – our actions prove
to them that the God we serve is greater than
any virus.

Uma Rudd Chia is a Keynote Speaker and Creative Director. She’s married to her childhood
sweetheart, Colin Chia. They actively serve in the worship ministry at Grace, while their
children Daniel, 11, and Sarah, 9, attend Sunday School. If you’ve been encouraged by her
article or have any feedback, please write to her at uma@umaruddchia.com
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FIVE SIGNS Of God’s Grace
BY Agnes Yeo

the doctor wanted to see us. The uncertainty
of what was to come prompted us to mobilise
our family members to pray alongside us.
That morning, before going to SGH, the verse
that showed up on my mobile Bible verse app
was Proverbs 18:10—“The name of the Lord is
a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are
safe.” With this verse, I felt the Lord’s assurance
that, whatever the outcome, He will protect
my daughter. A second sign of God’s hand in
this journey.

We persevered in prayer as a family and the Lord was with us throughout the journey.

Sometime in August 2019, my daughter noticed
that a lump on her neck had grown bigger and
it was very prominent on a photograph that
she took recently. When she pointed it out to
me, I immediately made an appointment at the
polyclinic to get a referral letter for her to see a
specialist. The doctor at the polyclinic referred
her to the Ear Nose & Throat (ENT) Centre
at Singapore General Hospital (SGH) and the
earliest appointment available was two weeks
later. This was the first sign of God’s grace, in
giving us an early appointment which usually
takes months. Meanwhile, my husband and I
committed her into God’s hands and we prayed
for wisdom for the doctor to give an accurate
diagnosis.
At SGH, they did a fine needle aspiration
biopsy on her neck as well as an ultrasound
scan. We were told to wait for three weeks for
the results. However, on the second week, my
daughter received a call from the hospital that
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When we entered the consultation room, the
doctor told us the biopsy result was out and the
diagnosis was papillary thyroid cancer. A surgery
was recommended. We were shocked by the
news and were momentarily at a loss for words.
Then, the doctor, who is also a Christian, told
us that he would be the surgeon to operate on
her. We were thankful to God for this comfort
in knowing that our surgeon shares the same
faith as us. This helped to alleviate the fears that
quickly surfaced in our hearts. A third sign of
His presence with us.
Our family, together with our Grace Missional
Group members, assured us of their prayer
support. We received prayers and bible verses
daily to proclaim God’s promises over our
daughter and hold on to the goodness of God.
The Lord sent many people to help us in one way
or another. We were very touched by the love
shown to us by our family members, pastors,
as well as the brothers and sisters in Christ who
took time to visit and prayed for us.
It was a difficult journey while waiting for God’s
complete healing upon our daughter, but the
Lord has never failed to encourage and enable us
to go through each day. I encountered moments
of God’s revelation in many ways, especially
during my quiet time with Him.

My daughter went through a four-hour surgery
to remove her whole thyroid gland. We thank
God that her voice was not affected at all and
she was able to eat without much pain after the
surgery. When she was stable, she was transferred from the high-dependency unit to a fourbedded ward, but at six-bedded ward charges! A
fourth favour from God. Many of her friends
and colleagues came to support and cheer her
on. Certainly, our hearts are thankful to God for
sending people to help her through this journey.
When the pathology report came out, the doctor
explained to my daughter that she had to go for
a Radioactive Iodine (RAI) treatment. She also
had to be on a low-iodine diet for two weeks
prior to the treatment. Again, God’s goodness
and grace manifested amazingly in how He
sent us relevant resources on a low-iodine diet
through the Internet and knowledgeable people.
My daughter went through the RAI treatment
with God’s strength and was discharged three
days later. A full body scan done the next day
showed that the cancer was contained and
did not spread to other parts of her body. The
fifth sign of God’s protection. We give God
the glory! Surely, He has been faithful and
good to us and we are very thankful for His
grace and goodness throughout this journey.
Praise the Lord indeed.

The radiant look on my daughter’s face after the surgery testifies of God’s favour
and goodness.

“It was a difficult journey while waiting for
God’s complete healing upon our daughter,
but the Lord has never failed to encourage
and enable us to go through each day.”
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FISHERS of men
BY Joyce

work and at social gatherings. Most of the
time, my conversations were not pre-planned.
They were natural and spontaneous. There
was no stress and no need for any preparation.
Unknowingly, God would lead me to talk about
Him in the midst of our conversations. He is
just amazing and I marvel at His greatness.
He would put the right words on my lips.

Friends who attended Grace Christmas Lunch in 2018.

I came to know the Lord after I was invited
by a friend’s niece to an Alpha introduction
dinner in 2015 at Wesley Methodist Church.
I did not know her niece and had rejected her
invitation to attend her church a couple of
times previously. Through her preservance, she
“caught” me this time. I attended the Alpha
course and accepted Christ during the course.
I was subsequently invited to Grace Assembly
of God to attend Women of Grace (WOG)
classes and the church services. I like the
church’s missional belief and decided to
worship there regularly.
From the time I accepted Christ as my Lord
and Saviour, I have experienced the mighty
works of His hands and His goodness. He
has blessed me so much and protected me on
countless occasions. I have never received as
precious a gift in my entire life as this gift of
salvation. I am very thankful to my friend’s
niece for bringing me to know the Lord.
In the same way, I also want to share this good
news with those who have yet to know Him.
I was and am still zealous to share his goodness
through my life testimonies. In my first two
years in Christ, I responded to altar calls to step
out in faith and for God to use me as a vessel for
His purpose.
I started sharing my life testimonies with family
members, friends and colleagues, at home, at
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Whenever there is an opportunity, I will also
invite my family members and friends to church.
I remember in 2018, I bought some tickets to
invite friends to my church’s Christmas lunch.
However, I had no idea who to invite. I bought
the tickets in faith that God would point me
to friends to invite. Four friends (three pre-believers) came. They were pleasantly surprised
by the invitation. The event left them with a
good impression. One of them started to attend
church after that and brought along her husband
and sister (all pre-believers). In Mar 2019,
another two close friends (husband and wife)
came to my church after many invitations. I also
brought them and others to the Celebration of
Hope event. The couple accepted Christ in Sep
2019. I was so overjoyed for I know that heaven
was also rejoicing. For it is written in Luke
15:7, “I tell you in the same way there will be
more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons
who do not need to repent.” This verse clearly
shows how each person is precious to God and
it has kept me going even when I face rejections.
For the two success stories that I have shared,
I know that God is behind them and I give all
honour and glory to Him. I am only a vessel
used for His purpose.
I am sure there are many Gracians who are great
fishers of men and have many stories to share
too. I hope that my stories will encourage those
who have yet to step out in faith to allow God
to use them as fishers of men. God will teach us
how to fish for people if we are willing to follow
Him. In Matthew 4:19, Jesus called out to them,
“Come, follow me, and I will show you how to
fish for people!” The joy of one soul saved, especially our loved ones and friends, is unspeakable.
Let us go forth to be fishers of men!

GOD IS GOOD
All the time
BY Priscilla Tan

When I joined Grace Assembly four years ago, I came with emotional
baggage. That is why I am greatly blessed by Pastor Calvin Lee’s Chinese
New Year message: Get the Monkeys Off Your Back. I have asked God to
direct me to the church He wanted me to attend. Indeed, it is His will
for me to be in Grace as the church’s theme on love and the sermons are
exactly what I need.
I joined the Saturday Bible study for women and over the years,
I understand God’s Word better, especially through the study of the Books
of Genesis and Exodus, and also through our Grace Missional Group
(GMG) discussions. 1 Thessalonians 1:5 teaches us to share with full conviction and this can only come through by having a good understanding
of the Word. In this church, I have also found many brothers-in-Christ
and sisters-in-Christ whom I look up to and whom I can model after (1
Thessalonians 1:6).
I was reading the book “Too Busy Not to Pray” that was given to me
by Sister Peggy, and found strength through it too. I learned that if we are
aligned with God’s plan in what we do, He will give us the resources and
energy to fulfil them.

Photo: Freepik

“I learned that if we
are aligned with God’s
plan in what we do,
He will give us the
resources and energy
to fulfil them.”

I often ask God for divine appointments after hearing one of Pastor Calvin’s sermons. A few came by but with no fruition. However, recently, I
made it a point to have breakfast with a neighbour from another block.
I invited her to our church’s Christmas lunch and services but she was
often tied down with caring for her sick parents. However, one morning, I
decided to share the Gospel with her at the hawker centre where we met.
I shared the four spiritual truths of man being a sinner, that God is just
but also merciful, and also about saving faith. When it came to the sinner’s
prayer, I was hesitant to carry on because of a lady who came and sat at our
table without asking for permission. The Holy Spirit prompted me to go
ahead. Hallelujah! My neighbour said the prayer after me.
One of the many blessings I would like to share is how God can bless us
when we are obedient. In order to declutter my life so as to be able to focus
more on my spiritual walk, I made the decision to let go of an overseas asset
Down Under two years ago. Today, the price has fallen drastically. Indeed,
when we hear God’s prompting, the time is right to act. I always thank
God and remember His goodness!
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We are called to be in
such a time as this

Testimony of a COVID-19 survivor linked to the
Grace Assembly cluster

27 February 2020
Dear Gracians,
As one of the COVID-19 survivors, I live to tell
my story. Even though it is not as dramatic as
someone who had missed near death in a natural
disaster, accident or serious illness, nevertheless,
these past two weeks had been distressing for
me. The experience is also very precious and
dear to me and my family.
This virus which hit Wuhan last December did
not reach catastrophic scale till early January
this year. Even then, I was complacent as it was
still so remote to me, living in the comfort of
Singapore. It was not until the news broke out
that two of our Gracians had contracted the
virus that it hit me hard. It was much closer
than I had thought! It was a quick downhill
spiral after that. I felt like Job when he received
bad reports one after another.
When I found out which Gracian had been tested
positive, I was alarmed because my daughter
was in close prolonged contact with the person’s
daughter a few days ago. My daughter could be
at risk! I imposed a voluntary quarantine on my
family and restricted my outside contact (with
a mask of course) as much as possible as I still
needed to take care of my household and run
errands.
Unfortunately, news of more Gracians being
infected followed and one of them was someone
whom I had met to collect masks that she had
so kindly bought for my cell group. I was the
most at risk in my family now. Wow! It was
not till eight days later that I developed mild
symptoms of fever and body aches. I checked
into the National Centre for Infectious Diseases (NCID) together with my wife who had
also developed similar symptoms. The rest was
history.

While in my “high security isolated comfortable
cell” in NCID, I had all the time to myself
which I never had before. For those people who
could not be still like me, they would easily
go nuts! However, that one week of isolated
retreat had been the most enriching and blessed
moment in my life. I had the time to worship,
pray, reflect and wait upon God. I did not even
watch a single programme on TV or YouTube
on my iPhone 8. The other thing that kept me
busy was responding to the well wishes of my
colleagues and friends over the phone after they
had learned about my condition.
I am not someone who likes to write or keep
journals. In the first place, I do not write well.
However, during the time in the confined cell,
God had inspired me to write my reflections
to share with everyone. Our God is a God of
acceleration. In this brief one week, what God
had done far exceeded my efforts in trying to
reach out to my colleagues and friends in the
past 17 years. I took the courage to set up a
big group chat for my colleagues and friends
(despite MOH’s confidentiality rule to protect
confirmed patients from ramifications) and
granting them administration rights to add
anyone they wished. I hope that the updates and
personal reflections of sharing my innermost
thoughts will be an encouragement to anyone
who may face similar anxieties and experiences.
My daughter had also created a blog for me to
collate all my reflections so that no one in the
group will miss out on any of my past updates.
Throughout my stay in NCID, I was in the
pink of health—no fever, flu or breathing difficulties. My energy level was good like normal
days. Looking back, I understood why. God had
allowed me to go through this ordeal and in His
grace, protected me from negative effects of the
virus so that I could be inspired to write and
encourage as many people as possible, not only
in Singapore but also in the world! It’s all about
Him, not me!

Our honorary pastor, David Lim, used to preach
that our God is an economical God. God will
never waste any move. One masterstroke of His
hand is going to change lives in and through us.
I am so honoured and privileged to serve Him
in the frontline literally. It was not by choice;
He chose me, like many of our afflicted Grace
brethrens. He is the One in control. I am sure
that there are countless amazing testimonies
from them waiting to be shared.
Gracians, we as a church is in the limelight
not by chance. It is God’s Kairos moment that
may only happen once in our lifetime. Just like
the Israelites led by Moses out of Egypt to the
Promised Land, are we allowing God to open
our spiritual eyes and hearts to see what He is
doing in our midst? Or are we going to be like
the Israelites who, after witnessing His mighty
miracle of parting the Red Sea and consistent
provision of manna and quail, still murmur and
grumble at our current sufferings of anxieties
due to the virus? Do we adopt an attitude of
self-preservation and blame our government
and the church for not doing enough in being
transparent with the identity of the suspected
and confirmed cases so that we can avoid
these people like plague in order to protect
our family members from the virus? Or are we
adopting the attitude that God, in His perfect
and sovereign will, had allowed this to happen,
especially to Grace Assembly for a reason even
though we may not understand the reason
now? Are we adopting the attitude and faith of
Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, who refused to bow down to idols,
only to be thrown into the fiery furnace even to
the obvious point of death, and yet trust and
praise God regardless of whether they will be
delivered eventually? Or are we going to pray
like Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane that
not my will but Thy will be done?
Gracians, for all you know, we are called to be
in such a time like this. To be the salt and light,
to inspire hope and courage to people around us
in Singapore and around the world. Let’s raise
up a Hallelujah and be the Joshua and Caleb
generation who believe steadfastly despite the
odds, and live to enter God’s promised Land.
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Yes, I am deeply convicted. We are called to
be in such a time as this. To God be the glory!
Amen.

The wife’s perspective
I was so blessed to be part of this crisis together
as a family. With the peace of God that surpassed
all understanding, knowing that Jesus was in the
storm with us was so assuring and liberating.
While my husband fought at the frontline, I
was supporting the backline, praying and taking
care of my household back home. Imagine if I
were tested positive too, it would be a nightmare
where my whole family would be locked down
at home under a quarantine order. God is so
good and faithful!

“To be the salt and light, to
inspire hope and courage to
people around us in Singapore
and around the world. “

STOR I ES O F GR A CE

Grace: Something given
that we all don’t deserve
By a family member of a COVID-19 survivor
linked to the Grace Assembly cluster

Grace is a word that is commonly used, but
when it comes down to the act of it, people
often struggle. We usually show love, claiming
that we wish not for anything in return. Deep
down, however, we all yearn for recognition and
reciprocity – being the imperfect creatures we
are. However, in these past few weeks, I believe
that Gracians had been challenged to show grace
unconditionally, just like how Christ had modelled for us.
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When the news reported that our church had
two cases of COVID-19, and more were reported
on subsequent days, Gracians were moved and
motivated to love their fellow affected Gracians.

Over the past few weeks, I witnessed Gracians
taking time off their busy schedules to remember
the staff and others who were serving quarantine
orders, by travelling right to their doorsteps just
to drop off practical gifts, food, supplements
and even offered to get groceries for them. This
amazes me. Why? Because, before one chooses to
display such kindness, one has to acknowledge
that even after travelling out of their way to the
houses, they are unable to see their friends’ faces
and it will only be a matter of seconds before
they will have to leave. I am so encouraged that
Gracians will still go that extra mile (literally) to
show grace to such an extent.
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“During this period, I have seen God’s grace
flowing through others like never before.
Many say we live in a culture of vanishing
grace, but I say we can change that.”

Interestingly enough, it was not long after
that when I became a recipient of such grace
myself. As my own father was tested positive
for COVID-19, my family had to serve a home
quarantine order as well. Over a span of two
days, my aunt came to our house thrice to deliver
home-cooked food and freshly-bought fruits to
feed us! My own youth pastor, Pastor Joey Asher
Tan, even travelled to my house to deliver snacks
personalised for me (the many cans of Ayataka
clearly shows how well he knows his sheep). I
even had leaders serving alongside me, whom
I just saw over Skype in the morning, turning
up at my doorsteps to bless me with food. The
thought and effort put into each delivery were so
personal and it warmed my heart.
Other than physical support, I cannot discount
the emotional and spiritual support that Gracians have given to one another. To have people
remembering you despite the countless things on
their mind, dropping a text to check on you daily
without fail and to even voice record a prayer,
that in itself is grace.
I believe that this past month, both the givers
and recipients of grace have grown spiritually.
The giver learns to love others without expecting
anything in return; the recipient learns to accept
the undeserving grace humbly.
When I think and reflect as I watch Gracians
extending a hand to those around them, I marvel
at God’s grace. We have nothing to offer, yet He
still went out of His way to send Jesus down
to Earth, to be among us, to die on the cross,
just so we can be with Him in heaven. Grace
is given free – but it is not cheap. Just like how
every delivery comes with a financial cost, every
text comes with an emotional cost, God’s grace
comes at all cost. The real question arrives once

this crisis has died down and life returns back
to normal – will this exhibition of grace remain
ingrained in the way we live? After we have ‘seen
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who
came from the Father, full of grace and truth
(John 1:14)’, will we, Gracians, return to being
passive in extending His grace?
These past few weeks have made it evident that
we are all capable of showing grace to a fellow
family member, friend or even stranger despite
our busyness. It is commonly argued that such
times of chaos bring out the worst in people,
but I beg to differ. During this period, I have
seen God’s grace flowing through others like
never before. Many say we live in a culture of
vanishing grace, but I say we can change that.
For our 70th anniversary this year, we had
planned to campaign for #ActsofGrace in July
to encourage Gracians to demonstrate God’s
love and grace by blessing and loving someone.
However, God never ceases to amaze – He has
already kick-started this movement without the
church’s official initiation!
If you are struggling to find the motivation to
show grace to someone today, I encourage you
with Hebrews 12:15. Let all those around us
experience God’s grace through our interactions
with them. No one should miss out on the grace
of God!
Hebrews 12:15 (NIV) ‘See to it that no one falls
short of the grace of God and that no bitter root
grows up to cause trouble and defile many.’
We are Grace Assembly of God. A people who
represents God, assembled together to show
grace to both within and beyond the church
walls. Go forth and show grace!

Nº 02 / The Gracian — E43

GRACE CO N N ECT

Acceptance of Membership
In January/February 2020, 133 Gracians were
accepted as members of Grace Assembly.
Welcome to the family of Grace Assembly!

FOR UPCOMING
Grace Discipleship Online Courses,
check out
https://www.graceaog.org/gdi/
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GRACE HOUSE @ TANGLIN

Intake for Year 2021 is open for registration
For children born in 2015

For more information, please contact us at:
Grace House@Tanglin
Tel:
6262 3585
Email:
agnesyeo@gracehouse.com.sg
Website: www.gracehouse.com.sg

RECRUITMENT
FACILITY OFFICER
Grace Assembly is seeking suitably
qualified candidate to fill the position
of the Facility Officer for the church.
Overall Job Description
The Facility Officer helps the Facilities
Team to manage the day-to-day operations of the church building. These
operations include building maintenance, housekeeping, and upkeeping
of facilities, supporting the set-up for
booking of halls/rooms, ensuring that
safety and security are being adhered
to and complied with, performing
1st level trouble shooting of electrical
& mechanical work defects, liaising/

supervising contractor during maintenance work & repair services, and handling building services/logistics during
weekend & special event services.
Qualifications/Requirements
Minimum qualification: Possess NTC 3
in M&E and above, knowledge of MS
Office, a few years of relevant working
experience in facility & security will be
an advantage. Preferably PR or Singaporean, and with good communication
skills, flexibility and physical dexterity
for the job. Be prepared to work on
split shift and normal shift schedules.

to hr@graceaog.org by 31 May 2020.
Or, you may send in your application to
the Human Resource, Grace Assembly
of God, 355 Tanglin Road, Singapore
247960

Interested Applicant, please submit
your application for the above position
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歌曲《迈进》的故事：

在 的信实
中向前迈进
撰文

林慧芬

翻译

王紫璇传道

Grace Songs
http://gracesongs.graceaog.org/forward/
YouTube
https://youtu.be/_glF_2ArD74
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